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Chuckwalla Guzzler : Success at Last 
By Debbie Miller Marschke 

 

        
 Before work commenced this is what’s left of the old system, nothing but rocky rubble  – photos taken by Kathy Hightower 
 

The R05 Chuckwalla wildlife water system in the Chuckwalla Mountains (east of Desert Center, CA) was 

originally built on October 11, 1974 by the Department of Fish and Game, partnered with SCBS, and with 

cooperation from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  It had proven to be a valuable and reliable source of 

water for the wildlife for 48 years, in a remote canyon also known as Ship Creek. During the spring of 2020, it 

was discovered during a routine scheduled status inspection that Ship Creek canyon had experienced a 

catastrophic flash flood which destroyed the water system. In fact, it was obliterated. Kirby and Kathy Hightower 

have faithfully been monitoring this guzzler for a long time. The two plastic 2100 gallon tanks were reduced to 

shards and scattered downstream for miles. When they first saw this, they knew it meant trouble. The heavy metal 

drinker box was also carried many miles downstream, indicating the power of the torrential waters.  

It was determined after discussions with the stakeholders that this guzzler was still important and should 

be replaced.  The nearest dependable wildlife water is Corn Springs, which also hosts public camping and 

therefore subject to human pressures upon the wildlife population. Due to the fact that this system is located 

within Wilderness, SCBS attempted to develop a replacement plan using “minimal tools” that would impact the 

http://www.desertbighorn.org/


Wilderness, per the agreement with the BLM.  On two subsequent weekends, April 23 – 25, 2021 and April 30 – 

March 2, 2021,  SCBS attempted to repair the guzzler. This entailed trailering three 2300 gallon tanks up a rocky 

wash as close as possible, and hand carrying them the remaining distance. As the tank crews tried to deliver the 

tanks, a second crew hiked to the guzzler site and began to prepare the guzzler footprint, which would need to be 

significantly expanded from the old footprint.  As time advanced, it became increasingly obvious that the manual 

transport of the tanks was not achievable. It was difficult to admit defeat; the project managers decided that a 

helicopter to transport the tanks was needed. This would backslide the project a few notches until the arrangements 

were made.  

DFW Senior Wildlife Biologist Jeff Villepique stepped up to assist in SCBS’s “Plan B”.  His department 

was budgeted for the use of a helicopter in December of 2022 to perform field operations; he would make this 

work for SCBS as well. The logistics of the plan, again, called for two subsequent weekends: December 2-4, 2022 

and December 9-11, 2022.  Steve Marschke, the project coordinator, was faced with recruiting two large crews 

during the busy holiday season. Volunteers for SCBS did not disappoint, we were able to fill out the ranks of the 

work crews both weekends!  This says a lot about our volunteer’s dedication to the mission. 

On Friday December 2, the DFW’s contracted helicopter, Shasta Air, arrived at the staging area at 

daybreak. Using a sizable cargo net, 1200 pounds of hand tools, generators, power tools and materials were 

airlifted from the staging area to the work site in advance of the work crew’s arrival. This was immensely 

appreciated by all because during our first 2021 attempt, this gear was backpacked in by volunteers. Crew 1 then 

commuted to the preselected “Wilderness” base camp, where vehicles were parked and the crew hiked the 

remaining 2.5 miles up the rocky wash. The bundle of airlifted tools was unwrapped and the guzzler site was 

buzzing with activity once more. It would be imperative for this crew to fully complete the footprint so that the 

Raincatcher tanks could be airlifted the following weekend; there was no real flexibility in the airlift schedule.  

The most challenging aspect of weekend one was the necessity to remove a section of bedrock/boulder from the 

planned footprint. Initially, progress was slow and everyone became concerned about the section that just did not 

respond to jackhammering.  Saturday afternoon, volunteer Rob Yates (of Desert Wildlife Unlimited) arrived with 

a heavy duty concrete saw which saved the day. Once the offending rock was eliminated, success was in sight. 

Concurrent with the rock removal was raising the elevation of the footprint using rock baskets (“gabions”) and 

sand backfill from the wash.  SCBS uses a unique tool to transport heavy rocks, a “rock stretcher” which is a 

military surplus medical stretcher with modifications. The rock stretcher is safer and more maneuverable way to 

move large rocks, better than a wheelbarrow over rocky or uneven terrain. When Crew 1 hiked out on Sunday 

afternoon, we had paved the path for the next weekend’s success. We were encouraged by the progress made. 

           

Bringing in filler to build the base, and removing the sections of boulders – Deb Miller Marschke photos 



      

Sunday Dec. 4- Completed pad, ready for the Raincatchers (left),  Helicopter placement of tanks on Dec 8 (rt) – DMM photo 

On Thursday afternoon, December 8, the second weekend crew began to arrive.  It was necessary for 

Steve Marschke, Dino Christopoulous, and DFW Rudy Mena to be waiting at the project location on Friday 

morning at 7 am to receive the helicopter with the Raincatcher tanks.  As I personally witnessed, this was a 

stressful time because as the helicopter descended into the canyon, it created significant rotor turbulence. The 

skilled pilot did a commendable job positioning the Raincatchers on a long line while the ground crew guided it 

into place.  Once the pilot released the line and exited, there was a little fine tuning of the location of each tank 

but it was not difficult. I believe the trickiest part of the day was simultaneously preparing the cargo net with the 

tools to be airlifted back to the staging area in between deliveries.  Crew 2 sent back most of the tools, keeping 

only the ones absolutely necessary to complete the job. The remaining tools would need to be backpacked out. 

Nobody would have wanted to carry that jackhammer!  The remainder of the weekend was spent backfilling the 

gabions to cover all three Raincatchers with sand. The crew achieved this by borrowing sand from the wash below 

and moving it utilizing a “bucket brigade”.  Jeff Villepique was present to supervise the fortification of the gabions 

with large boulders which we believe will weather any other future high water events. A satellite monitoring 

device mast and solar power system was also installed, as well as a camouflaged shade cover rock.  This crew 

pushed themselves hard because we knew we could finish the job, the faster we finished, the sooner we could 

start our hike home.  Mid afternoon, we could see approaching black clouds to the west. Those clouds literally 

chased behind us as we exited Ship Creek wash. As the last vehicle hit the highway headed for home, the rain 

began to fall.  

SCBS would like to formally thank Kristin Lalumiere of the BLM Palm Springs office.  She was the one responsible 

for all the pre-planning paperwork and permits that were necessary before we were allowed to move forward. This was 

represented by months of tedious effort. Kristin also was present on the second weekend of the project, working alongside 

the SCBS volunteers and DFW in our monumental efforts to bring this project to a successful conclusion within the time 

we had allotted.   

Unfortunately for volunteer Mike Morgan, the driver of our “Big Red” Ford stake truck, the adventure 

was not over Sunday afternoon. Returning on the highway near Cabezon, the truck developed serious mechanical 

problems rendering it inoperable. Dino Christopoulous took over towing the trailer Mike was pulling. Mike was 

able to negotiate a tow to deliver himself, the truck, and cargo of tools back to his residence where he could 

evaluate the problem and make repair arrangements.  Volunteer John Maley was on standby, he assisted Mike in 

returning all the tools safely to Camp Cady a few days later.  Big Red’s resultant repair costs amounted to 

$1820.06, but we spent a total of $ 2512.45 including other needed maintenance as well.  A special THANK 

YOU goes out to the following folks who responded to our appeal for donations to keep Big Red running strong: 

The Mojave River Valley Museum $500.00 (Terrific!), Bruce T. Rowe (made in the name of his father Lewis 



C. Rowe) $200.00, Richard & Linda Sawaske $10.00, Kenneth & Janet Gerhardt $20.00, Michael Graber $50.00, 

Ken Eltrich $100.00, Andres Ruetman $100.00, Lawrence "Larry" Itzler $25.00.  That covered more than half the repair 

costs to the truck, and much appreciated as these costs are not covered by any of our grants or project funding. 

  

A special shout out should go to Kirby and 

Kathy Hightower.  They’ve been watching over this 

guzzler for 18 years without tooting their own horn.  It’s 

dedicated folks like them that keep the work SCBS does 

going strong.  During the project, they both attended both 

weekends and commuted in and out of base camp daily, 

providing escorts (yes, an escort was absolutely 

necessary. The route was tricky). This allowed 

participants to come and go, which added to the success 

of the project. They reside in Blythe. 

On January 18, 2023, John Maney was accompanied by Kirby and Kathy Hightower back to the 

Chuckwalla Guzzler. John finalized the wiring of the satellite monitor devices and brought that system on line. 

Thanks to John for his expertise and participation in bringing advantageous technology to the project.  Notably, 

this is the first satellite monitoring system which has it’s wiring enclosed in conduit; we have been having issues 

with the critters chewing the wiring in the past. Hopefully this extra step solves the problems going forward.  John 

also reported that the guzzler had not collected any water yet, but there was evidence upstream that the water had 

stopped flowing just short of the collection dam.  Fingers crossed with this last batch of storms! 

There are a lot of hardworking folks to thank on this project, which proved to be one of the most difficult 

projects so far. Comparing to the ratings of a ski run, this one had black diamonds. This project was exceptionally 

challenging due to the remoteness (within Wilderness) and the terrain. Participants included: Kirby & Kathy 

Hightower, Tom Tinti, Lee Johnson, Marty Ambrose, Steve & Debbie Marschke, George Willougby, Francisco 

Loya, John Voght, David M’Greene, Arioch M’Greene, David Hess, Dino Christopoulos, Andres Reutman, Mike 

Carnakis, Scott Gibson, David Davis, Greg Tooley, Ivan Franco, Julian Ortiz, Rob Yates, Jeremiah Yates, Connor 

Webber, Jeff Villepique (DFW), Rudy Mena (DFW), Kristin Lalumiere, (BLM) David Hawxhurst, David 

German (DFW volunteer), Norm Lopez, Don Moore, Greg Flewin, and Mike Morgan (apologies if a participant 

was not mentioned).  The partnership between SCBS and DFW was crucial, without the support of DFW provision 

of the helicopter, this project would not have been possible. SCBS would also like to formally thank our supporters 

with the California Chapter of the Wild Sheep Foundation, of whom donated the costs of this project in the amount 

of $ 19,617.60. Again, without strong partners, SCBS would not be as successful in making a difference in the 

stewardship of desert wildlife. 

     
Finished water system. Note surrounding rock gabions with mesh on the top to prevent leg entrapment, and fortifications.  DMM pic 



Fair E Hare Repair 
Story and photos by Marty Ambrose 

 

                 
 

Back in early 2022  I wasn't busy and was feeling I needed some time in the desert so I asked our Area 

Captain Scott if he had any old guzzlers that needed  inspections. It turned out that there are plenty in need of 

inspections and some in need of various repairs. 

My initial inspection of SB20 found approximately 44 feet of missing pipe and the float valve was stuck. 

This past November with the help from my son Jon, brother Jim, brother-in-law Joe plus Brian and Monty from 

SCBS we went out to a site known as Fair E Hare or SB20 (Whipple Mountains, near Parker) and were able to 

repair or replace approximately 80' of pipe from the dam to the tanks. The tanks were about half full at this time. 

The ball valve next to the drinker had been shut off previously. 

Unfortunately I failed to thoroughly clean and inspect the drinker box while doing the inspection earlier 

in the year. While Brian was in the process of replacing the float and the valve, he discovered the drinker box had 

rusted through the bottom!  Thank you, Brian, for carrying the old drinker box back to the vehicles and carrying 

the extra pipe up to the guzzler. 

On the third visit to the site Jon, Jim and I replaced the drinker box and added needed supports to  the 

pipeline from the dam to the tanks. I'm happy to report that between the time of repairing the pipeline and 

installing the new drinker box the tanks were filled to capacity from the recent rain. 

For now, we accomplished our goal of getting the system working again. A future visit will be to replace 

some gabions and build a better foundation for the drinker box. 

Editor’s note: As Marty pointed out, there are a lot of old guzzlers that need someone to check on their 

status, they are probably located somewhere you’d like to explore anyway, so why not do some good while you 

are having fun?  Contact Area Captain coordinator Scott Gibson at 909-210-0548 to learn more and help SCBS. 

 

 

Bob Campbell Would Be Proud 

SB14 Repairs Complete! 

Story by David M’Greene, photos by M’Greene and Deb Miller Marschke 

They say it takes a village. For the weekend of January 20th through the 22nd of 2023, that village came 

together to work and to celebrate. I guess you could literally say it was a party. 



The Bob Campbell Drinker System has long been in need of repairs. I think we just did not realize the 

extent of the necessary repairs because it had been so long since there had been any rain in the Mesquite 

Wilderness. As I have written in past reports for The Sheep Sheet, all of that changed this season! A dissatisfying 

scout trip to the system revealed the necessity of the 2nd water collecting dam being reconnected. Announcements 

were made, emails were sent, and social media events were created. The result? The village arrived. 

Seeing the project dates, Norm Lopez volunteered one of his accounts to provide materials for the project. 

I was told to be at Landscape Warehouse in Azusa on the 17th of January to pick up “some stuff.” Some stuff 

indeed. “Tiny Joey,” as Norm likes to call him, was proud to provide SCBS with 100 feet of two inch schedule 

40 PVC piping, connectors, sweeps, glue, and a ten foot section of four inch overflow piping. Oscar Perez, the 

manager on duty that day, helped me load it all up into the van and simply could not believe that Norm did not 

show up to help. We were fine loading it all up ourselves, but very concerned for what could have happened to 

Norm to keep him away from manual labor. He did check in later that night to let me know he had been stuck in 

traffic. He also let me know that Joe Robles (Tiny Joey) planned on being at the project to help out. Incredible! 

On the 20th, Arioch M'greene went to Glenn Sudmeier's to pick up additional supplies while I went to 

Camp Cady for tools. We almost caught Debbie and Steve Marschke in Baker where we stopped for lunch. Marty 

Ambrose had an issue with his vehicle and met Steve and Debbie there to hand them pipe cutting and threading 

tools for the project. Having already had lunch, they went ahead to sight see while Arioch and I ate our lunch and 

topped off our fuel tanks. 

After a nice hot lunch, it was full speed ahead to the Corral that we had selected to serve as our camp. At 

the very well disguised junction of Kingston Road and Old Traction Road, we came upon David Hess who had 

shot right past the turn off (fun fact: So did I). As we spent a minute or two making sure I was on the right path, 

along came Joe Robles. He had brought two additional volunteers in the form of relatives visiting from Mexico. 

They had been looking for the turn off that I had just so expertly found. Filiman “Phillip” Robles, and Justin 

Robles thought they were just going for a ride. That is exactly what I tell my volunteers too. “Let's go for a ride.” 

Now on the correct road and in caravan, it was full speed ahead. We did make two more stops along the way. One 

was when we came upon Norm Lopez, going the wrong way, and another was when we stopped to let the tourists 

on their fun ride take pictures of the burro that were out in abundance. Don't tell anyone, because I know it is an 

unpopular opinion, but I kind of like the burro. They are cute. (That will set off some of our members.) The 

tourists were shocked that such a thing as wild burro exists. They clearly had no idea and thought I was joking 

when I told them why we stopped. 

At camp, we set up quickly and got the fire pit ready. John Voght and Don Moore were already there with 

Don telling stories about the horrific route he took coming to camp from Primm through The State Line Pass. I 

kind of yawned at his harrowing tale since I have done that route in the Crown Victoria. I try to be encouraging 

when I interact with others, but it is something my therapist says I still need to work on. Michael Graeber brought 

his dogs Bear and Cricket to meet SCBS's official K9 Glacier, and my own little princess Amalie who was on her 

first ever project. Joe Preiss was thrilled to see his old pal Glacier and Glacier was happy to make the rounds 

saying hi to everyone. Especially everyone that had food in their hands. 

Having a fire is great and it is something you miss when you do a bunch of work in Wilderness that does 

not allow for fires. Everyone came together to share stories and information about what has been going on. There 

were a lot of stories about Bob Campbell and back in the day. We received word from Scott Gibson that he would 

be in very late. That was a little bit of a concern, because he was the guy with the food. Jim Fitzgerald arrived 

and set up while far in the distance we watched approaching headlights. As wood was added to the fire, we 

watched as those headlights would back track every once in a while in search of a way to get to us. Much 

commentary was made asking who it could be and what were they doing? Why would they go that way? Turns 

out it was the new CDFW Desert Bighorn Biologist Danielle Glass and Scientific Aide Shelton Hatfield. They 



are new, so no wonder they came the hard way (but not as hard as how Don came.). That they made it is what 

counts and they quickly found a place around the fire. 

I know that I went too bed early. I also know that some of the village stayed up around the fire until well 

after one in the morning. Insanity. The temperature got down to 18 degrees! Scott Gibson arrived at about three 

in the morning. I don't know what time he started cooking at, but he and Don Moore had coffee and egg and 

sausage burritos made for everyone well before our departure for the job site time. 

The Cal Chapter of the Wild Sheep Foundation graciously sent a grant for food for the project. Scott and 

Don prepared the aforementioned breakfast and gave us the motivating news of a hot dinner for that upcoming 

evening. Listen, when it is 18 degrees and you are waking up to ice on the windshields and tents, it is the little 

delights that make the project something to be remembered with a smile. Unless you are Arioch. He doesn't need 

a tent and his old man is a dumb ass for suggesting he put a tarp over his bed. He doesn't feel the cold. Now go 

back to sleep in your equipped with a memory foam mattress, nice, warm van.  Old man.  Yes, he does not feel 

the cold.  But he felt my hand.  I, as usual, digress.  The addition of meals to the project really brought things up 

a notch and were warmly received by all in attendance.   

I know I said the plan was that we would head for the job site at eight in the morning of January 21st. We 

almost did.  It was more like 8:45. Like I said, it was cold. We had a small delay as we were joined by Rick 

Stiebel. He had a small mechanical issue with his truck's shifter mechanism, but luckily he was on the road to 

camp so no travel time was lost. The group loaded up supplies, tools and bodies into four vehicles. BLM had 

requested that we try to use less than five vehicles getting to the job site, and we were happy to comply. It was 

under five miles from camp to the staging area, but it was slow going. The recent rains and subsequent plant 

growth covered the route and made for a lot of “look before you go” driving. We did see more burro along the 

way, and remarkably, one car reported seeing two Bighorn! I am unsure if I believe the report, but I wanted to 

pass it on. 

               

From the staging area things started happening fast. With so many hands, all of the heavy equipment that 

I had been worried about having to make multiple trips back and forth for started to disappear. To my surprise, 

everything made it up in a single trek. Arioch took the CDFW crew up to the dam we were there to connect and 

had them start digging it out. Jim went up to the other dam to clean the screen and confirm it's condition. John 

Voght measured that the system had collected a couple hundred gallons since our last visit. Pipes started getting 

cut. Rebar started getting switched out. We put in a few “synthetic” fiberglass rebar pieces to see how they hold 

up and last in comparison to their prone to rust steel counterparts. I almost felt bad for the volunteers that could 

not keep busy because for once, we had more bodies than space. Almost. Screens were installed. PVC was painted. 



Dirt was moved! We finished up just as the sun was finally reaching the canyon we were in bringing it's welcome 

warmth. A slow drive back to camp and time well spent covering our track through wilderness and it was time 

for dinner! 

The dinner was excellent and consisted of chicken tacos. But the real joy was in the celebration of John 

Voght's 75th birthday!! Debbie presented a desert themed cake and John lit up when he got to wear a Happy 

Birthday Medallion. The cake had all manner of desert critters on it and some of the rocks were candy in 

disguise.  Some.  That was part of the fun.  Yes, we did sing Happy Birthday to John, and yes, there were candles 

on that cake. I guess you now see if you were not there, you missed out. 

     

                                     Happy 75th birthday, John!  We are honored that you wanted to spend it with us ! 

Thank you to all the volunteers that made this project happen. It is unreal to me that it took so long from 

first scouting this system to finally getting it done. I really appreciate everyone that helped get this thorn out of 

my side. I am actually looking forward to a return trip after the next wave of rain to see these tanks filled. 

Special thanks to:    

Landscape Warehouse www.landscapewarehouse.net 

California Wild Sheep Foundation (cawsf.org) 

Your contributions were very well received and appreciated.    

 

 

Monthly Meeting 
 

The SCBS Board of Directors meets at about 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. Due to the Coronavirus 

meetings have been occurring as scheduled using the Zoom virtual platform. Resuming in-person meetings has 

been considered, but many Board members are reluctant due to health concerns and the presence of Covid. 

 

http://www.landscapewarehouse.net/
http://cawsf.org/


 

2023 SCBS Board of Directors 
Marty Ambrose 951-979-3548  Steve Marschke   310-543-1862 

Terry Anderson 760-408-7118  David M’Greene 626-422-2174 

Bob Burke 760-408-7118  Mike Morgan 760-249-5632 

Jeff Crouse   760-680-9819  John Roy 562-697-7232 

Stevan Hart             714-323-4843   Glenn Sudmeier   760-389-2498 

Jennifer Hinojosa 760-246-3115  Gary Thomas   951-206-6410 

Mark LeCompte  661-904-3408  John Voght          310-204-3827 

Norm Lopez                           805-431-2824     

      

 
Top left to right: David M’Greene, Stevan Hart, Bob Burke, Mike Morgan, Marty Ambrose, John Roy, Gary Thomas. Bottom left to 

right: Jeff Crouse, John Voght, Steve Marschke, Jenny Hinojosa, Mark LeCompte. Not in photo: Terry Anderson, Norm Lopez. 

 

 

SCBS secures Leases of State Lands 
By Debbie Miller Marschke 

California State School Lands were granted to the State of California on March 3, 1853 by an Act of 

Congress for the purpose of supporting the development of public schools. These lands consisted of the 16th and 

36th sections of land in each township, and have remained reserved as School Lands through the ages. Townships 

were delineated and lines were drawn upon the maps that have remained in continual use up to present day.  

Maybe you have noticed the sections on the BLM maps, they checkerboard every map and are tinted light blue. 

Many of these 16th and 36th school land sections were assigned in remote and unpopulated areas, such as the 

Mojave Desert, in rugged and arid landscapes; they are in Bighorn Sheep habitat. Very unlikely for future 

homesteads, more unlikely for a future school. Nevertheless, these State Lands have been reserved and remain 

under the jurisdiction of the State of California;  islands in the middle of BLM lands. Could these State Lands 

have a future with SCBS? 

One of the biggest challenges that SCBS faces in developing and maintaining artificial wildlife water 

sources is the bureaucratic red-tape involved in obtaining permits within lands administered by the Bureau of 

Land Management (BLM) and the National Park Service (NPS).  The time and expense needed to navigate the 

bureaucratic morass equates to months and years of unproductivity with no guarantee of a positive outcome.  

Meanwhile, our deserts have been enduring ongoing drought conditions with declining average rainfall. There 



has never been a more crucial time to construct man-made water sources to mitigate climate change in order that 

the desert wildlife can continue to thrive. 

More than 10 years ago, Glenn Sudmeier of SCBS had a vision: these perceivably “useless” school lands 

held in reserve can be made productive. He posed the question, “What if SCBS leases parcels of California State 

School Land parcels for the placement of new guzzlers?”  A decade’s journey has become a reality. On June 18, 

2015, SCBS made a formal application to the California State Lands Commission to lease 90 parcels of school 

lands for the development of Raincatcher-style Bighorn sheep guzzlers.  The SCBS organization, with funds from 

BGMA, funded the scientific studies and the necessary cataloging of each parcel to ensure it’s inclusion within 

the lease. Partnership and cooperation was needed with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to 

complete the application process.  On December 9, 2022, the SCBS lease application was reviewed by the State 

Lands Commission and approved with the comment that the leases “were in the best interests of the State of 

California”.  

Ninety parcels! These potential wildlife guzzler sites will be exempt from the California Environment 

Quality Act (CEQA), which means that the environmental impact studies that normally plague projects have been 

eliminated.  Instead, SCBS will comply with pre-selected guidelines as set forth in the Leases for each project.  

The current lease has been granted for ten years, with probable renewal at the end of that term.  So what comes 

next?  SCBS now has the endorsed Lease document, and work can commence.  Potential sites will need to be 

prioritized, and SCBS expects to coordinate energy with the CDFW. As designated in the “Best Management 

Practices” , a volunteer training program needs to be developed which is a required element for each project.  

Training will concern awareness of sensitive flora and fauna, the protocol for handling archeological resources 

(should they be discovered), implementing “Best Management Practices” at each work site. . It is expected that 

the very first SLC project will take the longest to plan and carry out because that project will become a “template” 

for the subsequent ones. SCBS will strive for perfection of the process which, we hope, ensures a long successful 

program in new water developments. 

SCBS has appreciated the ongoing support from the Wild Sheep Foundation and, more specifically, the 

California Chapter of the Wild Sheep Foundation with their “Give A Lamb A Drink” ( GALAD ) program. Each 

Raincatcher Wildlife Water System comes at a substantial monetary cost for materials, and hundreds of manpower 

hours. Helicopter transport will be necessary at many sites, further increasing the cost per water system.  SCBS 

volunteers are ready to supply the man hours, and appreciate the partnership with CaWSF in making the GALAD 

dream a true reality.  Stay tuned for future project announcements. 

 

Wildlife Overcrossings : One Step Closer In The Mojave 

By Debbie Miller Marschke 

 Scientists have been studying GPS collar data from collared Bighorn sheep in the Mojave Desert to 

determine whether or not the sheep attempt to cross the 15 freeway, which bisects their habitat. The general 

consensus so far is “No”.  Where desert animals like coyotes and deer do utilize some of the available culverts, 

bighorn sheep do not.  This creates fragmentation of habitat and a lack of diversity in the Bighorn sheep’s gene 

pool, both are impediments threatening the resiliency and growth of herds.  The State of Arizona has already 

studied this issue and has installed wildlife overcrossings. According to the Arizona Dept of Game & Fish, “Three 

overpasses and fencing to guide the animals to the structures were installed between 2007 and 2011 on U.S. 93 

between Kingman and the Nevada state line. As a result, wildlife-vehicle collisions were virtually eliminated 



along the stretch of roadway and nearly 6,000 bighorn crossings were documented in the first four years of 

monitoring.” Until recently, this did not appear to be on Californian’s radar.  But there have been recent 

developments that have changed people’s perceptions about it. I personally believe that the average Southern 

Californian did not even consider wildlife overcrossings until folks fell in love with the famed mountain lions in 

the Los Angeles hills. The lions became media darlings, sightings on wildlife cameras and surveillance monitoring 

devices became newsworthy, and the public grieved when the lions were struck down and killed.  Heck, the famed 

P-22 lion had a public funeral on February 4, 2023 at the Greek Theatre to a sold out crowd!  These lions have 

gently lead the public to accept the fact that our presently designed highway system has threatened our mutual 

coexistence with native wildlife. It’s won the attention of Governor Newsom: wildlife overcrossings are needed, 

they are “cool”, and he’s finally on board with the idea. His constituents have demanded it as the definition of 

being “environmentally responsible” has broadened. Newsom has been instrumental in pushing the construction 

of a wildlife overcrossing spanning the 101 freeway in Agoura Hills – Southern California’s first one. 

Construction has already begun. This is good news. Hey Governor, did you know there are mountain lions in the 

Mojave? Just sayin’…It’s my sincere hope we can keep the attention of our state’s legislators on this issue. 

 For years, there have been efforts to develop a high speed rail line between Las Vegas and Southern 

California. Brightline West is planning a 218 mile route of tracks across the Mojave Desert. On February 15, 

2023, it was announced that an agreement was forged between Brightline West, Caltrans, and the Department of 

Fish and Wildlife to construct three wildlife overcrossings that would allow the desert animals to safely cross 

over the highway and the rail line.  This was confirmed to me by DFW Sr. Biologist Jeff Villepique.  Governor 

Newsom was quoted saying, “Roadways and rail lines must be designed to connect, not divide”.  CDFW has 

identified three priority locations for the wildlife overcrossings – all in San Bernardino County. These 

overcrossings will be built near Zzyzx Road, near Mountain Pass and near Rasor Road, spanning the entire width 

of I-15 including the Brightline West rail line. Beyond the three wildlife overcrossings, the Brightline West project 

will maintain or improve more than 600 culverts and large-scale crossings under I-15 that exist today. The project 

also will restore and install desert tortoise fencing and directional wildlife exclusionary fencing. However, it 

appears that some sources indicate that there are additional hurdles to navigate before groundbreaking 

commences. Over the past year, Brightline, Caltrans and CDFW have worked together to develop a coordinated 

plan to fund, design, construct and maintain these wildlife overcrossings. The parties intend to fund the 

overcrossings using a mix of Caltrans, CDFW and Brightline West capital resources, while also seeking federal 

dollars. The question of funding was further championed by Senator Dianne Feinstein. Currently the agreement 

is to share the $125 million dollars it’s estimated these structures will cost to erect and maintain. In a March 6 

letter to Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigiege, Senator Feinstein writes in part, “Brightline’s current project 

design has high-speed trains running 180 miles between Las Vegas, Nevada and Victorville, California, along the 

center divider of the Interstate 15 highway, with the large majority of the rail line in California. As I noted in my 

August letter to FRA Administrator Amit Bose (attached), the best available science shows that the design would 

create a new and impenetrable barrier across the California desert, completely inhibiting federally and state 

protected wildlife such as bighorn sheep, desert tortoises, mountain lions, and the Mojave ground squirrel from 

crossing the highway into their federally protected habitat ranges including the Mojave National Preserve and 

Death Valley National Park. Scientists at Oregon State University have used GPS tracking collars to 

unequivocally confirm that bighorn sheep cross the existing highway at three locations along I-15 and that the 

construction of wildlife overpasses at these locations would effectively mitigate the impenetrable barrier the rail 

line will create. A letter reiterating scientists’ concerns is also attached…Candidly, hardening the existing 

highway barrier by adding six-foot concrete walls topped by chain link fences will have significant detrimental 

impacts on these species, impacts which must be addressed in the forthcoming NEPA document…However, I am 

deeply concerned that there are numerous ways that this agreement could dissolve due to any lack of requisite 

funding…It is essential, therefore, that these mitigation measures be required in federal permitting documents.” 



Again, this is good news. Without hinderances of warring political party affiliations, it appears that the 

mission to protect wildlife is finally taking a front seat in California.  I firmly believe that the love for the mountain 

lions has educated the general public and has made average folks to be aware and to CARE more about our native 

wildlife. And when people care, some become passionate champions, they speak out and petition our politicians 

to do the right thing. Bighorn Sheep probably will never have their “Hollywood moment” as the lions did, but in 

a larger scope, things are improving in a positive direction. Creation of  federal laws to service wildlife would be 

terrific.  Let’s hope the future Brightline project is indeed “bright”, and has benefits built in for the Bighorns.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/934106009976651   

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 

    Check out our Instagram 

In Memorium 

 
SCBS members at John’s Memorial: 

Steve Hill, Karyl Ralles, Jeannie Conti, 

Bobbi Carnakis, John & Cheryl 

Nelson, Jeff Bugni.  

 

       John & son Mike Carnakis,   

 

 

John Carnakis passed away 

on January 26th 2023 at age 84. 

John became an SCBS volunteer in 

January of 1987 and served as 

SCBS President from 1990 - 

1992.  John also was instrumental 

in adopting our satellite monitoring 

systems on the guzzlers. He was 

dedicated to our mission and kept 

us on our toes.  The “CC Tank “ 

guzzler SCBS built  at Ft. Irwin in 

2022 was named in honor of two 

past SCBS Presidents, John 

Carnakis and Dick Conti.

   

SCBS Annual Member Ralph Eiben passed away on 

January 5, 2023 from heart troubles. He was 87 years old. 

Ralph really loved the desert and attended SCBS projects 

in his vintage military ambulance (converted into a RV), 

always with his friend L.D. Malatka. Ralph is 

remembered as a man of few words, but when he spoke, 

he meant it, and had everyone’s attention.   He was a 

skilled craftsman, owning and operating     Victor Valley 

Welding. Ralph ‘s skills were shared with SCBS 

performing  tasks such as customizing and maintaining 

our trailers. His shop was a reflection of the man, vintage 

machines that are classic, get the job done expertly despite 

their age, and rarely matched these days.  His ashes will 

be spread over one of his favorite desert haunts.  He was 

loved by many,  and will be missed.  Pictured (left to 

right): Glenn Sudmeier, Ralph Eiben, L.D. Malatka, and 

Jimmy Markle.



      

Left (2): Steve Marschke with a typical mylar harvest (DMM photos)                      Right: serrated ribbon mortality (Jeff Dye photo) 

Mylar Menaces: A Source of Joy…A Source of Death 

By Debbie Miller Marschke 

As an avid desert enthusiast and wildlife volunteer I roam the roads less traveled and cross country hike 

through wilderness zones frequently.  My “wilderness experience” continues to be negatively impacted by the 

sight of the countless mylar balloons that I encounter tangled up within the desert vegetation.  They are easy to 

spot because of their bright colors and reflective materials. I am sure that their journey had innocuous beginnings,  

an accent of happiness at a past celebration much farther away.  In fact, many of them are purposely released for 

the simple joy of watching them float skyward until the balloon disappears from view – never to been seen (or 

thought of) again.  However, balloons released into the atmosphere quickly transform from a source of pleasure 

into a source of death.  What goes up, will come down - once the helium dissipates, gravity pulls them back to 

the earth. The typical prevailing winds pull them away from the populated areas out over our deserts. They 

innocently descend and end up in the worst place for the balloon to hit the ground, our deserts, where no one will 

reclaim them.  Once earthbound, they quickly become entangled in brush. An attention grabber, with a pop of 

bright colors to entice animals to investigate a potential source of nourishment, balloons can be mistaken for high 

quality forage. A disaster in the making. The animals don’t know not to eat them, nor should we expect them to 

know. It’s yet another man inflicted insult to our pristine natural areas. 

For years, biologists have made the grim discovery revealed during necropsies of this silent menace 

populating the desertscapes. Mylar and latex balloons are quiet killers; once ingested, they can become a blockage 

in the digestive tract which will eventually contribute to the cause of death of the animal. The brightly colored 

ribbons secured to the balloons become serrated knives, lacerating delicate tissues and the esophagus. The animals 

suffer from injuries caused by the ingestion of balloons and ribbons, which ultimately can cause starvation, 

malnourishment, choking, blockage, stress, or ultimately, death. Latex balloons are touted to be “biodegradable” 

but they really are not as far as the wildlife is concerned. Depending on the manufacturer, studies demonstrate 

that it can take between 4 to 16 years for the material to begin breakdown in the environment. Once it breaks 

down, it is still a form of microplastic or toxicity. Additionally, latex is laced with harmful chemicals like 

ammonia and tetramethyl thiuram disulfide (used as a fungicide and preservative).  CDFW wildlife Sr. biologist 

Jeff Villepique is intimately aware that this is negatively impacting the desert bighorn sheep populations because 

he’s discovered the evidence first-hand in the field. It is not an anomaly, and it’s discovery has been repeated 

during bighorn mortality investigations for decades.  During a single necropsy, he’s removed enough balloons 

from one of the chambers of a bighorn’s stomach to fill a plastic bag.  What about the other animals? I did not 

find any published accounts for desert animals, but there certainly has been a lot of conversation about marine 

life: turtles, whales, birds, seals, etc.  Obviously, free floating balloons are silently wreaking havoc and causing 

unnecessary suffering to the desert fauna too. They potentially are indiscriminately killing a full spectrum of 



animals, from bighorn sheep to desert tortoises.  The balloons arrive with the prevailing winds like the seeds of 

dandelions, possibly from hundreds of miles away, raining down as a single “Happy Birthday” declaration or a 

Mother’s Day death cloud.  

On May 11, 2017, the California legislature first introduced Assembly bill AB – 1091, addressing the 

willful release of any balloon that is constructed of electrically conductive material.  Legislation has continued 

but it has not been effective. Violation of penal code 653.1 is considered an infraction punishable by a fine not to 

exceed $100.00, with repeated offenses considered a misdemeanor.  In 1990 the California State Legislature 

passed SB 1990, also known as “The Balloon Law” , enacted in an effort to reduce power outages due to mylar 

or foil balloons. There will be no more public events where mylar balloons are released en masse.  Albeit a nice 

effort, this toothless law looks good on paper but it has done nothing to discourage the general public from buying 

and ultimately releasing the mylar menaces. Latex balloons, the more lethal of the two, are not even addressed in 

the California legislature.   The harm that a latex balloon causes to marine and bird life has been more widely 

publicized than the harm caused to terrestrial creatures. There really has not been much study or news coverage 

concerning the California deserts, though everyone who recreates there has regularly encountered the stray 

balloons.  Furthermore, the focus of past publicity is more broad scope, generalized as “pollution”.  Perhaps it’s 

easier for the public to wrap their heads around the problem when they learn about harm caused to sea turtles or 

dolphins because those species command more broadcast time and wildlife coverage than the Bighorns or 

tortoises do.  The Bighorns don’t have a high profile champion like Steve Irwin or Jacques Cousteau, and it’s 

unlikely that Disney has a Southwestern desert tale in the hopper. The key solution for this issue is continuing to 

educate the public.  There is a 501. (C ) non-profit organization, Balloons Blow Inc. (balloonsblow.org), whose 

singular focus is to educate on the topic; however, unless one is actually searching the Internet for information 

about balloons and the impact on wildlife, it’s not high profile.  The environmentalist organizations are battling 

the multi-million dollar balloon industry.  There are organizations out there that specifically address the issue 

periodically in their publications. The most accurate and pertinent publication was published by CFG biologist 

Rebecca Barboza, which was first posted in Outdoor California magazine January – February 2010. California 

Wild Sheep Foundation has that article archived and accessible on the Internet: 

http://cawsf.org/Floating_Menace.pdf . It’s an important read and deserves your time.  

So it is up to us, as stewards of the desert, to take a stand.  More than twenty years ago, I stepped up my 

game. Anytime I see trash, garbage, or discarded beverage cans littering the deserts, I am repulsed and offended.  

I pick up what I can, but I simply can’t pick up everything I encounter due to the sheer volume.  However, I can 

promise to recover every single balloon (and ribbons)  I see.  I made a vow to collect every balloon that I can 

safely harvest, and it’s become personal with me.  It's an attainable goal that I can continue for my lifetime.  I’ve 

found up to thirteen separate and individual sets of balloons in a day, and the most prized recovery was a life-

sized mylar stork.  It just takes a minute to grab them up, and they stuff easily in a daypack. I also seek to educate 

those who travel with me about the environmental damage these party favors cause to our beloved wildlife.  Please 

consider integrating this cause into your next desert adventures, whether it involve casual recreation or a 

structured hunt; start harvesting balloons.   

 

Ewe #1815’s Incredible Journey 

Article and photos by  Scotty Gibson 

On Friday night, January 20, 2023, I pulled into “Sheep Camp” around midnight.  I was happy to see some of our 
volunteers, from the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep (SCBS), still awake and enjoying a warm fire.  Our work 
party, organized by David M’Greene of SCBS, would be making repairs to SB14 Bob Campbell Big Game Guzzler.  The Bob 
Campbell BGG is in the Mesquite Wilderness, just north of Clark Mountain near the Nevada state border. 

http://cawsf.org/Floating_Menace.pdf


      

After breakfast, our entire work party travelled the 3 miles by 4x4, followed by a ½ mile hike up a canyon to the 
Bob Campbell guzzler.  Thanks to David M’Greene’s planning we were able to finish all the planned repairs before dark 
that same day. At Saturday night’s campfire, Jim Fitzgerald and I started talking about Sunday’s plans. Instead of heading 
directly home, Jim and I decided to do a spring inspection and to try and find/recover a satellite collar from a sheep 
mortality located in the Rodman Mountains Wilderness. 

Sunday morning, we woke up with everything frozen, nights in the Mojave Desert are cold.  After packing up camp 
and saying our goodbyes to the other SCBS volunteers, Jim and I headed for the Rodman Mountains. We parked our trucks 
just outside the Rodman Wilderness boundary, at the entrance to a canyon that would get us closest to the mortality. As 
a bonus, our path would cross within a ¼-mile of Sheep Spring.   

We wasted no time and began the 3-mile hike up the wash.  The last ½-mile to the Ewe #1815 was straight up a 
canyon wall to an exposed ridgeline.  Using a handheld GPS, I was able to guide Jim to within 15’ of the carcass.  The ewe’s 
carcass was not easy to find, as she was tucked in some large boulders.  We took pictures of the remains and documented 
all the information the biologists from CDFW wanted us to collect. Jim and I made it back to our trucks just before we 
needed headlamps.  What a fun way to wrap up a successful volunteer weekend. 

About Ewe #1815: Ewe #1815 was originally captured and collared by CDFW in the South Bristol Mountains during 
Fall of 2020.  Her picture was taken by CDFW trail camera while getting a drink at SB42-2 drinker. This particular drinker 
is maintained and kept full of water by SCBS “Area  Captains” Jeff Crouse and Jenny Hinojosa.  If you would be interested 
in volunteering as an Area Captain, please send an email to water4sheep@gmail.com  

     

mailto:water4sheep@gmail.com


            

 

CDFW estimated Ewe #1815 to be approximately 3-years old at the time of her capture, which would make her 5-
years old at time of her death in late 2022. After Ewe #1815 was collared, she headed west.  She likely visited several of 
the Raincatcher drinker systems at the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center (MCAGCC) at 29-Palms.  She then made 
it all the way into the Newberry Mountains, which received more precipitation than the South Bristols, and then travelled 
back east to the Rodmans. She unfortunately met her demise by a mountain lion, where we found her in the Rodman 
Wilderness.  During the two years CDFW tracked Ewe #1815, she ventured over 86-miles.  This may be one of the longest 
journeys ever recorded on Desert Bighorn in California.  I’m sure we will learn more from the scientists at CDFW about 
this amazing bighorn sheep. 

My personal theory is that Ewe #1815 made this incredible journey due to the epic drought plagued area where 
she was first captured in the South Bristols.  The ghost town of Bagdad, located at the southern end of the Bristols, still 
holds the record for the driest spell in American History. Between 1912 and 1914, the town of Bagdad went 767 
consecutive days without rain. During the two years this ewe was collared, the very same area recorded second longest 
dry spell in California’s recorded history.  This bighorn sheep may have been forced to make the journey west in search of 
suitable forage.  It is my opinion that the Raincatcher systems SCBS has installed at 29-Palms directly benefited Ewe #1815 
during her incredible journey.  

 

   

Starting young: Conservationist Hudson Akins recovered a 

bighorn sheep GPS tracking collar for the California 

Department of Fish & Wildlife.  This type of work by 

volunteers, like Hudson, frees up time for CDFW 

biologists.  The recovered collar can be re-used and save the 

department’s funds. 

Photo by Hudson’s father, Justin Akins 

Providence Mountains, Mojave National Preserve 

What to do if you find  a  GPS collar or tags: 

CDFG says if  it is still on a carcass, don’t  disturb 

it. Take GPS coordinates. Note that some body parts 

may be moved by scavenging animals. Report all 

findings to CDFW in Bishop at 760-872-1171 so 

that the scientists can investigate the mortality. 



Future Projects in Planning Stages 

We always have things on the drawing board. The progress is dependent upon governmental agencies and/or 

the seasonal calendar: 

SB02 Red Cave Rocks: Save the dates May 5-7. The tanks are cracked and need replacement. This will be a 

relatively easy project. We plan on staging at the Goffs Schoolhouse Museum, which we hope will be fun and 

family friendly.  Watch for the email announcement in the next month or so. We’re making arrangements now. 

SB25 Newberry Big Game Guzzler rebuild – Pending permits and approval from the BLM Barstow office. The 

old system has stopped collecting, and volunteers will continue to be needed to haul water here until the new 

system is installed.  Status note: right now this guzzler is collecting water, no hauling needed until May/June. 

State Lands Project – We now have the lease in place. Our first SLC guzzler is in the planning stages. 

R10 FayDee Orocopia Mountains –It needs rain mat repair, the collection pipe needs to be connected, and tank 

3 staged at bottom of hill and needs to installed. Pending permission from BLM and DFW.  

Private Land Owner projects – SCBS is currently discussing the installation of Raincatcher systems with 

several private land owners.  One advantage of pursuing these projects is that they will not need to undergo the 

formal environmental assessment processes to proceed.  These are in varying stages of development. Some of 

these opportunities are in marginal bighorn areas, but they are prime for deer. We’ve been trying to connect with 

the California Deer Association to see if they will fund the materials. 

 

Membership Dues – Where Does The Money Go? 

If you are not already a member of SCBS, your participation is respectfully requested. Annual Dues are 

$35.00. SCBS is a California 501-C non-profit organization. We do not have paid staff, and everything we do is 

supported by annual dues, grants, and donations. Organizations like the California Chapter of the Wild Sheep 

Foundation generously fund our major projects and the volunteers provide the labor. However, there are other 

costs involved to keep this organization going, which relies solely on good people like you purchasing a 

membership. We are frugal, but the work incurs costs. Expenses include (not limited to) maintenance and repair 

of our Big Red Ford truck (it takes a beating), insurance (most organizations need this to be able to do 

ANYTHING), food for the volunteers attending the projects, postage for correspondence, publication costs of 

this Sheep Sheet, guzzler maintenance supplies, rental of specialized or mechanized tools, repair of tools, the list 

goes on. Some of you may not be able to participate in field projects, but you can show your faithful support to 

the folks that put themselves out there. Please consider purchasing and renewing an annual membership. Great 

works are happening for wildlife, please help fund the efforts of our volunteers.  Our field crews appreciate it, 

and so will the sheep, coyotes, foxes, bobcats, mountain lions, eagles, badgers, squirrels, rabbits, insects, bats… 

News Briefs ~ Short Bleats 

 Unfortunately, Amazon Smile has discontinued their support of this program as of Feb. 20, 2023. Last quarter 

we received a donation in the amount of $ 161.34.  The final check will come 60-90 days from Feb 20. The 2022 

total from Amazon Smile is $531.28.  Thanks to John Voght for your help on this, it was good while it lasted. 



 SCBS Life Member Gary Hatfield is selling his 1986 CJ7 Laredo.  It is in excellent condition with many 

improvements.  It even has air conditioning!  It has a MOPAR fuel injection kit installed so it would run better at 

high altitudes. I would love for a SCBS volunteer/member to become the new owner of "DEERCAB" (his license 

plate). He is the original owner and he’s taken good care of it. Interested people can call Gary at (909) 794-3385. 

 According to the Associated Press on 09.22.22, the California Supreme Court will allow the State of California 

to consider protecting threatened bumblebees under a conservation law listing designed for fish. The ruling said 

the definition of fish in the law is “a term of art, not limited solely to aquatic species”. Apparently, insects were 

inadvertently overlooked in the current conservation classifications, and thus the fish classification will be 

broadened to include the bees. The Fish and Game Commissioner has barred anyone from killing the bees or 

destroying their habitat while this issue is reviewed. This is worth mentioning because virtually every wildlife 

guzzler system also benefits bees; this may affect SCBS as the issue is litigated. Remain vigilant, we don’t want 

our mission to suffer collateral damage due to a bad law, but it could also turn out to be a positive because our 

guzzlers also benefit desert pollinators. Presently there are no organizations building water sources for bees, 

and healthy ecosystems need bees and pollinators to thrive. 

 SCBS is in the process of adding Paypal to our website, to make it easier to donate. Stay tuned. 

 The Desert Bighorn Council was unofficially organized in 1957, and officially organized with adoption of a 

constitution in 1959. The Council was established to promote the advancement of knowledge concerning desert 

bighorn, and the long-range welfare of these animals. Membership is comprised of wildlife biologists, scientists, 

administrators, managers, and others interested in the welfare of desert bighorn. The Council is interested in all 

ecological and management issues affecting bighorn sheep and their habitat. The native desert bighorn greatly 

decreased in number with the European settlement of western North America, and Council members are dedicated 

to ensuring the future of current populations. The necessity of managing areas for bighorn sheep becomes more 

critical each year. Council members are implementing numerous studies and management strategies designed to 

improve current management guidelines. The DBC holds a conference every two years to share and collaborate. 

This year marks their 57th year, and the conference will be held in Alpine, Texas on April 11 – 14, 2023. Check 

out https://www.desertbighorncouncil.com/ to learn more about this organization or the upcoming conference. 

Did you know….That it is illegal to possess any part of a bighorn sheep in the state of California? They are a 

protected species and subject to Fish & Game code 477. Exception: Hunters with official tags, and body parts 

with CDFW official documents issued as permission, which should be attached (or hidden, such as within horns). 

Bickett-Landells system (Clark Mtns., Mojave Preserve) was invaded by burros because of a gap in the 

exclusion fence. NPS Neal Darby acted immediately, 12.13.22. He repositioned/repaired the pipes. Thanks Neal! 

Burros and Bighorn don’t coexist well. Burros are non-native species, their presence should be reported ASAP. 

 SCBS President Steve Marschke was interviewed by Channel 7 News on Weds, Dec. 28 and it appeared on 

the 4 P.M. broadcast. Great publicity! See it at: https://abc7.com/12625057/ (advance to 44:45 minute mark). 

The Soda Mtns Solar Farm project, once dead, is again being revived. Wildlife advocates, along with CDFG, 

say it’s bad for the habitat an threatens the aquafers.  See https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2023-

02-06/mojave-desert-solar-energy-project-angers-conservationists. 4,179 Acres proposed near Baker, CA. 

 

 Thanks to CDFW Rick Ianniello, we now have an “App” called Survey 123 to report your findings in the field 

at guzzlers & springs. Reporting made quicker and easier. Contact Scott Gibson for more info: 909-210-0548. 

 

https://www.desertbighorncouncil.com/
https://abc7.com/12625057/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2023-02-06/mojave-desert-solar-energy-project-angers-conservationists
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2023-02-06/mojave-desert-solar-energy-project-angers-conservationists


THE SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP 
A California Non-Profit Organization is looking for: 

Sportsmen and Conservationists who are concerned about our California Desert Bighorn sheep and who are willing to get involved to 

make a difference.  Be a part of history with our program to put bighorn sheep back in their historical ranges.  The Society works with 

the California Department of Fish and Game and the Bureau of Land Management in programs such as:  sheep transplanting and 

propagation; habitat improvement; wildlife census; research and development; and many more.  If this sounds exciting and fulfilling to 

you, then fill out the following application and join the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep today!   Check our website at:   

www.desertbighorn.org or Sheepsociety.com  
************************************************************************************** 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  

SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP 

Attn: SCBS Membership Chairman John Nelson 

24925 Chicory Ct. 

Stevenson Ranch,  CA  91381 

 

*** IMPORTANT ! Please send this form along with your check!  *** 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

City: __________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ______________ 

 

Phone: (H) _________________________    (W) _____________________________ 

 

E-Mail Address (Optional): ______________________________________________ 

Your email address will not be used for anything other than SCBS communications, like project announcements 

and transmission of the newsletter 

 

Make checks payable to: SCBS 

Annual ………………$35.00/Year New   _____     Renewal _____ 

Student (Full Time).   $20.00/Year New   _____     Renewal _____ 

Life ………………….$300.00 New _____    ___option:3 Qtrly Pmt of ($100.00)  

Corporate ………….$1000.00/Year 

  

Enclosed is my Tax Deductible check for $_______ which includes my contribution of $________ to help you 

support desert wildlife. 

 

Please send me information on the Society’s desert water projects.  Yes ___ No ____ 

 

Where did you hear about SCBS? __________________________________________________________ 

 

SCBS Sponsor: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

************************************************************************ 

 Application Received: ______             Funding Received: _______ 

 

            Voted In: ______                         Member Card Sent: ______ 

http://www.desertbighorn.org/


 

 

                                           

  

     
 

             Photos submitted by Erin Monasmith, taken near Chiriaco Summit – GREAT! Look at all the babies! 
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