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Little Fargo Water Haul

By Monte Hammer

The Little Fargo drinker system is located just inside the southern boundary of Joshua Tree National Park
on property currently owned by the Mojave Desert Land Trust. This system continues to see an increase in
wildlife using this important water source since its installation in 1993. Several dozen bighorn sheep, along with
fox, skunk, bobcat, multiple bird species and yes, even a mountain lion have been captured on the trail cameras
located there. Four newborn bighorn sheep lambs were spotted there last year and 5 more new lambs were spotted
during February and May this year, 2022. Unfortunately this location has not received any rain over the last few
years and the water level was once again critically low.

A water haul to the Little Fargo drinker took place over the weekend of May 6th and 7th. Volunteers from
the Society for the Conversation of Bighorn (SCBS), the Mojave Desert Land Trust (MDLT), along with Superior
Ready Mix (SRM) were able to haul 6,400 gallons of water completely filling this critical wildlife drinker system.
A big thanks goes to Superior Ready Mix who supplied the water again this year.

Volunteers from SCBS, MDLT and SRM met up at 10am on Friday to begin the transport of the water up
the rugged canyon to our pumping location. While SCBS and SRM water haulers filled their tanks, MDLT
volunteers began setting up the 3,000 gallon portable bladder at the pump site located at the end of the 4x4 drivable
section of the canyon. As the water haulers returned for another load the remaining volunteers began connecting
the fire hose from the pump site to the top of the 45' waterfall which is located 500" up the canyon. They then
staged the remaining 2,300’ of fire hose at the top of the falls for Saturday’s pump. Some of the volunteers were
able to go home, or to a motel, for the night but 6 of the SCBS men spent the night in the canyon and Saturday
morning were provided breakfast by Scott and Brian. MDLT began early Saturday morning connecting the



remaining hose from the waterfall to the drinker so pumping could begin. With the remaining hose connected
the Mark-3 started pumping at 7:55 am. The Waterax Mark-3 pump is extremely noisy and you need earplugs to
be within 100’ feet of it but it is a real marvel at moving water up the canyon. I had calculated last year with the
friction loss over the 2,800' of hose and 280" of elevation gain we should be able to pump between 30 and 35
gallons per minute at the drinker. I didn't actually measure the flow last year and really wanted to this year.
Utilizing a 5 gallon bucket we measured and calculated it was actually pumping 31-32 gallons a minute. With
6,400 gallons @ 32 gal per min that equals 200 pumping minutes or 3.33 hours.
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A total of 8 loads of water were hauled and transferred to the bladder on Friday and 15 loads on Saturday
completely filling the 3 storage tanks and drinker box to overflowing. We had to shut the Mark 3 pump down
only one time while waiting for water to arrive but pumping was still completed at 12:10 pm.

We did not have direct communication between the drinker and pump site so when the system was full
and overflowing, while still pumping, we began breaking down the hose fittings and one of the MDLT volunteers
using the small amount of remaining water to water the vegetation along the canyon bottom. The removal of the
fire hose once again this year was just amazing. Each length of hose has to be broken apart, rolled, tied, carried
to the top of the waterfall, lowered by a rope to the bottom of the falls, carried an additional 600’ to the transport
vehicles and loaded. Everything was loaded and the group photo taken as we were ready to depart at 3:42 pm.
The last remaining 4 vehicles stopped to erase any evidence of our adventures up the canyon on our way out to
prevent future 4 wheels from seeing our tracks and exploring up the side canyon.

I can't begin to thank the MDLT, SCBS and SRM, volunteers who stayed until the very last to help remove
the 3,000 feet of fire hose and bladder from the canyon along with all the SCBS water haulers for making this
project possible and run so smoothly.

I asked a few of the volunteers to share what the project means to them.

Kaeliegh Watson, two time volunteer from MDLT

“It is my personal goal to protect, preserve, and experience as much of the natural world as I can and volunteering
is a great way to achieve that. One of my favorite volunteer projects has been the Little Fargo water haul because
I was able to give back to nature and meet other nature minded people! It feels amazing to provide the wildlife in
the area a reliable water source throughout the year and very rewarding to see footage of all the animals that use
the Little Fargo guzzler especially the big horn sheep and mountain lion!”

Jon Roessler, two time water supplier & volunteer SRM
“As a 30 year valley resident and local business it’s truly rewarding to support efforts to preserve the wildlife that
makes our desert so special.”

Mackenzie Nelson, MDLT Outreach & Volunteer Coordinator
“The Mojave Desert Land Trust was happy to support this project by providing hardworking volunteers to bring
water to this population of bighorn sheep.”



Michelle Schwab, SCBS drinker co-captain

"The Little Fargo drinker water haul is difficult due to the long off road location, waterfall near the start of the
canyon, and a half mile hose lay past the waterfall. The fun of this project is watching volunteers from several
organizations work together seamlessly to accomplish the task despite the challenges. Water haulers, hose crew,
pump monitors, everyone involved plays a vital role while providing sheep a year of water."

Volunteers who participated:

SCBS — Doug Apell SRM — Jon Roessler MDLT — Michael Mora
SCBS — Butch Rhodes SRM - Jose Flores MDLT — McKenzie Nelson
SCBS — Robert Carrillo SRM - David Moya MDLT — Mary Cook-Rhyne
SCBS — Tim Hayes MDLT — Ana Arechiga
SCBS — Frank Rorabaugh CDFW — Rudy Mena MDLT — Hugo Sanchez

SCBS — John Burnham
SCBS — Jack Ingram
SCBS — Michelle Schwab
SCBS — Brian Schwab
SCBS — Scott Gibson
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Area Captain Field Report: SB22 “Whipple” Wildlife Drinker Repair: SUCCESS!
By Scott Gibson

On July 3 rd and 4 th , husband and wife team Brian and Michelle Schwab, ventured out to
the Colorado Desert to perform multiple drinker inspections. On Monday, July 4, they were joined
by Monte Hammer, for the 4x4 drive and hike to the SB22 “Whipple” guzzler site.

For our Area Captain volunteers to get to the “Whipple” drinker, it’s 165-miles of highway
driving followed by 10-miles of moderate/difficult 4x4 off-roading. It is a 2.5-mile hike from where
they park, the hike leads up a sandy wash then steep canyon to the drinker. Area Captains often team
up with more than one vehicle and volunteers for safety, there is no cell reception or readily services
in these remote wilderness locations.

Upon arriving at the “Whipple” drinker on July 4th, Brian, Michelle and Monte found the
tanks were full of water, but the float valve regulating water level in the drinker box was seized
closed. The check dam was full of sediment from past rains, after taking turns shoveling, the trio
found the plastic inlet screen broken and missing. The volunteers performed their routine inspections
and recorded all the pertinent data that “Area Captains” are required to do. Unfortunately, they did



Above: Brian Schwab and Monte Hammer reach the tanks a pve: Brian Schwab replaces broken plastic inlet screen with old
Whipple. Photos by Michelle Schwab “Johnson Screen”, which was coated in heavy rust and mineral deposits

not have the materials or the tools to make the needed repairs and bring the system back to operation
during this trip. Results of their inspection were reported to the Area Captain Coordinator and a plan
was hatched to replace the faulty float valve in the drinker box and repair the older metal inlet screen.

The SB22 “Whipple” drinker is located within the BLM managed Whipple Mountains
Wilderness, which is the eastern most portion of California. The Whipples are bordered by the
Colorado River on the east, the City of Needles is to the north and Parker, AZ is located to the south.
The shape of the land mass resembles a “nose” protruding into Arizona and is sometimes referred to
as the “Nose of California”. The Whipple Mountains, and the surrounding area, are the ancestral
home of the Chemehuevi Tribe. The northern portion of the Whipple Mountains is located within the
Chemehuevi Indian Reservation. Volunteers (Area Captains) with The Society inspect and maintain
three bighorn sheep wildlife drinkers within the Whipple Mountains Wilderness.

In 1948, Donald McClean with the then Department of Fish & Game estimated there were
fewer than 20 bighorn sheep remaining in the Whipple Mountains. In 1970, Richard Weaver with
CDF&G estimated the resident population of sheep to be zero (0) animals the population had become
completely extirpated. The first two wildlife drinkers (SB20 and SB21 guzzlers) were installed in the
early 80’s by CDF&G and SCBS. It was hoped that the extirpated population of mountain sheep
could be restored to the Whipples. Dick Conti of SCBS was the then “Area Captain” for the
Whipples, responsible for inspecting and maintaining the drinkers.
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Area Captin Brian Schwab with his Above: Johnson Screen after cleaning Above: Drinker box full of water with
Pack of tool & drinking water for the with the wire wheel. Now we are ready “bee rocks” in place.
2 !> mile hike. to collect.



In 1983, the first of three (3) bighorn sheep translocations to the Whipples took place. Sheep
were captured in the Marble and Old Dad Mountain in the Mojave and transported to be released in
the Whipple Mountains. A total of 80 bighorn sheep were translocated. The sheep successfully took
hold and the need for additional water was recognized. On March 10, 1984, employees from the
California Department of Fish & Game, Bureau of Land Management and volunteers from the
Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep constructed SB22 Whipple BGG. On June 8 th, 1991,
original three (3) tanks were replaced by helicopter with two (2) new plastic tanks.

On Friday, July 8th, Area Captain Brian Schwab returned to the Whipple drinker armed with
a new stainless steel float valve and a wire wheel to clean rust from the old metal “Johnson Screen”
that had been rusted, but stored on site for decades. Brian was able to hike in, complete repairs and
hike back out before the temperature reached a high of 109°F that day. The bighorn sheep will now
have this water source to help them get through the remainder of the dry season in this important

habitat area.

“Area Captains” are SCBS volunteers who donate their
time and resources to inspect and maintain bighorn sheep
wildlife drinkers. The Society for the Conservation of
Bighom Sheep (SCBS) operates under a Memorandum of
Understanding with the California Department of Fish
&Wildlife (CDFW). If you are interested in volunteering,
as an “Area Captain”, please contact Scott Gibson at 909-
210-0548 or send an email to water4sheep@gmail.com,
Mark your Calendar: The Society will be conducting an
informational seminar on volunteering as an Area Captain
on August 28th at Bass Pro Shops in Rancho Cucamonga.
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First Lamb at Rasor Ranch Tank: Give a Lamb a Drink (GALAD) Success!

Last Summer, CAWSF funded the installation of a 2300 gallon Raincatcher tank on private property in
the South Soda Mountains. SCBS volunteers Jeff Crouse and Jenny Hinojosa installed the tank with the property
owner. Since installation, several bighorn sheep have been visiting the guzzler, which the landowner keeps full
of water from his well pump. We are excited to report the first lamb sighting of this year. This 3 month old lamb
is shy and difficult to photograph, but we wanted to share the photos that we do have. ~ Scotty Gibson

r.ollared ewe come in for a drink with her g



BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT MANAGEMENT AT OLD DAD PEAK:
A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE (PART I)

By Dr. Vernon C. Bleich

Similar to an article that appeared in the Fall 2021 issue of California Wild Sheep (Bighorn Sheep Habitat
Management in the Marble Mountains: A Historical Perspective), this article provides a brief history of the
population, and many details regarding habitat enhancements that have been implemented at Old Dad Peak and
the Kelso Mountains (hereafter, ODP), an area that was to become the second zone opened up to the hunting of
bighorn sheep in California. With the ongoing acceleration in the loss of corporate memory, bits of history such
as this will, hopefully, be useful in the future. Indeed, the phrase 'generational amnesia' seems to become more
applicable with each passing year. It is my hope that these bits of historical information will help slow that
process, and that they may even generate increased interest in this type of information. As emphasized previously,
history is important, and science and wildlife conservation become less informative if they are not viewed in an
historical context. One of my earlier articles addressed the importance of fire history and its impacts on habitat
in the San Gabriel Mountains; the second in this series summarized habitat enhancements that have been
implemented in the Marble Mountains. In this article, I provide a brief account of the history of our knowledge
of bighorn sheep in the vicinity of Old Dad Peak, and a detailed description of the habitat enhancements that have
occurred in that geographic area.

As was the case in the Marble Mountains, the population of bighorn sheep at ODP has served as a source
of translocation stock used to reestablish or augment bighorn sheep populations in a number of other mountain
ranges. From 1983 until 1989, a total of 222 bighorn sheep were translocated from ODP to 8 different mountain
ranges (Bleich et al. 1990), and 13 additional animals were removed for translocation in 2006. Additionally,
many dozens of mature males have been harvested by recreational hunters since 1987, when a season was
established in that area.

The population history at ODP, however, suggests that far fewer animals inhabited that area until the
recent past. No population 'estimates' were available prior to 1940, at which time 24 bighorn sheep were thought
to inhabit that area; that estimate was reduced to 10 in 1946, and revised upward to 30 in 1957, and was listed as
25 from 1970 to 1972, as summarized by Wehausen (1999). Subsequent population estimates included that of
100 in 1980 (V. C. Bleich, unpublished data), as many as 250 in 1985 (Wehausen 1999), 365 (160 22, 205 43)
in 1989 (Jaeger et al. 1991), and from 201 to 300 during 1994-2011 (Wehausen 1999, Epps et al. 2003, Abella et
al. 2011). A substantial decline occurred following an apparent epizootic in 2013, and the population was thought
to number between 51 and 100 individuals in 2018 (Prentice et al. 2019).

Old Dad Peak itself is a limestone mass, and perennial water sources normally are not associated with
such geological formations. Nevertheless, several natural water sources are located in small ranges adjacent to
Old Dad Peak, among which are the Marl Mountains, the Kelso Mountains, and an area known as the Cinder
Cones (Figure 1). Weaver et al. (1969) described a widely known natural water source at Marl Spring in the
eastern Marl Mountains and a natural source on the west side of Old Dad Peak they referred to simply as Old Dad
Tanks. In addition to these natural sources, Indian Spring and Cane Spring are located in the area known as the
Cinder Cones, Jackass Spring (also known as P-U Spring) is located in the western Marl Mountains, and two
locations that were not mentioned by Weaver et al. (1969) are known as Old Dad Seep and Petroglyph Spring.
Although Weaver et al. (1969) estimated that only 25 bighorn sheep occurred at Old Dad Peak and rated habitat
quality only as 70 (i.e., a zone of periodic use [Hansen 1980], it is noteworthy that those authors recommended
one specific location be enhanced to improve the amount of water stored in a natural tinaja (i.e., Old Dad Tanks),
and a specific location in the Kelso Mountains was identified for construction of an artificial water catchment and
drinker. Subsequent to the completion of bighorn sheep investigations in California (Weaver 1972, 1973), efforts
recommended to enhance habitat at Old Dad Peak began, and were carried out by Federal Aid in Wildlife



Restoration Project W-26-D, which was known as "The Desert Habitat Crew" or, more simply, as "The Crew".

The first habitat project implemented by The Crew was an effort to enhance storage capacity at the location
known as Old Dad Tanks. Enlarging the tinajas at that location was a near impossible engineering task and,
consequently, the Crew instead developed an artificial water catchment just up the canyon from Old Dad Tanks.
Installation of what now is known as the Old Dad Peak Big Game Guzzler (and also as San Bernardino County
BGG 10) occurred on 27 September 1975. The Crew (which at the time consisted of John Massie, Les Coombes,
and Mike Bird) oversaw construction activities, and were assisted in the project by dozens of volunteers
representing the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep (SCBS), Southern Council of Sportsman's Clubs,
and numerous unaffiliated individuals that otherwise had been recruited to assist with the project, as well as
representatives of the Bureau of Land Management. At the end of the day, water storage capacity near the Old
Dad Tanks was 4,800 gallons that would be available on a perennial basis and augment ephemeral water available
at Old Dad Tanks.

Eighteen months later, the recommendation of Weaver et al. (1969) to construct an artificial water
development in the nearby Kelso Mountains was fulfilled. The Kelso Peak Big Game Guzzler (San Bernardino
County BGG 13) was installed on 2 April 1977, and The Crew again was assisted by members of SCBS and
volunteers representing a number of local sportsman's organizations, as well as unaffiliated individuals. Once
again, employees of the Bureau of Land Management offered enthusiastic support and assisted with the
development. By June of 1977, this installation was 100% full, and 4,800 gallons of water was available for use
by bighorn sheep in a location where previously there had been no water on a permanent basis. In 1977 Mike Bird
and John Massie transferred to other positions in CDFG; in early 1978, Jim Davis replaced Mike Bird on The
Crew, and Vern Bleich replaced John Massie as Project Leader.

Beginning early in 1978, The Crew assumed the
----- - responsibilities of (1) assessing the need for repairs
and immediately completing those repairs to ensure
. that man-made water developments across the
&, STUDY Mojave and Sonoran deserts were fully functional
. AREA following the extremely cold winter of 1977-1978;

! CALIFORNIA

N
. ’ b e (2) making modifications, as needed, to enhance the
w Artificial Water Source A .
el reliability of each of the catchments; and (3)
\> "ok evaluating the effectiveness and dependability of
| e artificial water sources developed specifically for the
-—? benefit of bighorn sheep. Several methods were
REEBARER - o / initiated to evaluate effectiveness and reliability, and

to assess use of the water developments. Among
these were the implementation of ground and aerial
surveys, development of time-lapse photography
techniques, and the installation of pellet transects to
yield information on relative use of areas
surrounding water developments on both a seasonal
and an annual basis. In addition to providing labor
and other in-kind contributions to support
.| construction activities, representatives of the Society
for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep and other
| organizations contributed important information
from waterhole counts through their participation in
the Desert Water and Wildlife Survey (Massie 1975,
Bleich et al. 1982).
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Although one cannot point directly to cause and effect, all available evidence suggested there had been a
rapid increase in the population of bighorn sheep at ODP following construction of the aforementioned water
sources. For their senior project, Crossley and Moody (1980) conducted extensive field work on Old Dad Peak
and, on 18 March 1979, observed 53 individual bighorn sheep on a single day. Shortly thereafter, in August 1980,
The Crew observed 43 individual bighorn sheep while hiking into the Old Dad Big Game Guzzler; 11 individuals
also were recorded at the drinker (Bleich 1980). Additionally, 55 bighorn sheep were counted during a brief
overflight in May of 1981 (Bleich 1981). Based on these observations and combined with consecutive years of
increasing use of habitat near the Old Dad Peak Big Game Guzzler (Bleich et al. 1980, Coombes et al. 1981), the
population estimate was revised upward to 100 animals. It is especially noteworthy that Coombes et al. (1981)
described the area near the Old Dad Peak BGG as receiving heavy use by bighorn sheep and that in May of 1981
the tanks contained only about ~1,200 gallons of water, or ~25% of the designed capacity. One year earlier, the
tanks had been 100% full, and Coombes et al. (1981) warned that heavy use could cause the catchment to go dry
during the upcoming summer. This observation led The Crew, the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep,
Bureau of Land Management personnel, and other interested stakeholders to consider the potential for additional
water developments at ODP. Those additional habitat improvements will be described in part II of this article,
which will represent the next installment in this series documenting bighorn sheep habitat enhancement activities
in the Sonoran and Mojave deserts of California.
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Critics argue park’s neglect of guzzlers puts sheep at risk
Tanks collect rainwater for animals, but Anza-Borrego officials question cost
By Joshua Emerson Smith, San Diego Union Tribune

Mark Jorgensen scowled, squinting under the
desert sun on a recent afternoon in the Vallecito
Mountains south of Borrego Springs. “That’s bush
league,” said the former superintendent of Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park as he peered at a large
gash in a 2,500-gallon plastic tank used to collect
rainwater for bighorn sheep and other wildlife. Black
tape patching the hole in the “guzzler” had come
loose, and the top of the container was caving in.
“That needs to be fixed pronto,” said the 70-year-old,
who during his tenure with the park zealously
oversaw such wildlife feeding apparatus. “If a sheep
fell in there, it would be a horrible death, but it would
also poison the water. Other sheep could drink it and
die.”

Anza-Borrego park has recently come under fire by Jorgensen, longtime volunteers and others for
allegedly neglecting its guzzler systems, which for decades helped the federally endangered Peninsular bighorn
sheep rebound from the brink of extinction. It’s the latest salvo in a fight over whether, and to what extent, the
park should prop up one species threatened by climate change. New management has raised concerns about the
cost and possible futility of such endeavors.

Marines to the rescue ~ Drought conditions that continue to ravage much of the Southwest have
highlighted the stakes. In recent years, park officials and hunting groups from California to Arizona, Utah and
Nevada have coordinated numerous, often costly emergency helicopter trips to fill empty guzzlers. Last year,
Anza-Borrego park saw its first-ever helicopter water delivery to a guzzler thanks to support from the U.S.
Marines, which used the opportunity as a training mission. Park officials are considering water drops at three
more locations this summer. It’s not clear that the park is keen on making these drops routine, despite the military
and pro-hunting groups like the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep having, so far, picked up the tab.
Park leadership initially pushed back on the water drop at Whale Peak, according to Jorgensen and others.
Community members were shocked by the reluctance as three sheep had been found dead near the empty guzzler
in 2020.

This spring, things reached a fever pitch when the agency’s top environmental scientist, Danny
McCamish, referred to the guzzlers as “bolstering a man-made false population,” hinting at the idea of phasing
out the feeding systems. “Taking them out would be catastrophic without finding a way to wean animals off it,”
McCamish said in an interview last month, “but as with any management action we take, we run the risk of
manipulating the landscape. ”’In response, Jorgensen and residents who have long helped maintain the guzzlers
publicly blasted McCamish for not fixing leaks and other issues. “He’s got volunteers that have been doing this
faithfully, doing these really difficult hikes to get up there and service them, and we get ignored by him,” said
Gloria Kendall, 68, of Escondido. She has led a group that services the Nolina Canyon guzzler. “I wouldn’t be
surprised if Danny hasn’t gone up there at all.”



Most recently, Janene Colby, a veteran biologist with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, felt
compelled to speak out — claiming the sheep deaths at Whale Peak were caused by park negligence. Colby, who
has studied and helped nurture the animals in eastern San Diego County for nearly two decades, contends that
last year’s water delivery would have been unnecessary had the park had been conducting routine maintenance.
She said the tank at Whale Peak ran dry because of a broken pipe, leading to the death of three ewes. “These
sheep deaths were due to a lapse of maintenance by the park, not on climate change,” she wrote in a detailed email
to the Union-Tribune. “Guzzler tanks are well overdue to be replaced, many parts are falling apart.” Colby said
she notified the park of the situation in August 2020, but repairs were not conducted until November. Then it took
until the following summer to get the park to sign off on the water drop. “I became concerned that there would
not be enough water for summer 2021 and tried to engage in a conversation with Danny about the possibility of
adding water via a helicopter water haul,” Colby wrote in the email. “Danny would not respond to any emails for
over a month. He finally responded but only after our department’s regional manager contacted Danny’s
supervisor.” McCamish, who joined the park in 2018, declined to comment for this story. The Department of Fish
and Wildlife also refused an interview request, barring Colby from speaking further on the issue. State Parks
officials in Sacramento responded to the accusations in an email, writing that the agency has “no plans to phase
out the use of water guzzlers,” adding they are “an essential aspect of the recovery efforts for the bighorn sheep.”
Still, the dust-up raises a tough and ever more relevant question: To what extent should humans prop up a
population long impacted by human activity but now caught in the ever-tightening grip of global warming?

Hunters helping sheep ~ The Peninsular bighorn sheep was listed as federally endangered in 1998 when
a recorded 335 animals comprised the total population, ranging from the U.S.-Mexico border to Palm Springs.
Two years later, the park adopted arecovery plan, documenting a devastating pattern of habitat loss and
fragmentation by human development. The blueprint also outlined significant impacts to the sheep from historical
ranching practices, including sucking watering holes dry and introducing disease-carrying livestock. By then,
Anza-Borrego park had already constructed 10 wildlife guzzlers, which collect rain using synthetic rubber tarps
that funnel water to plastic tanks. The containers then supply metal “drinker boxes,” each equipped with a float
valve to prevent overflow. The guzzlers feed not only the horned mountain climbers but bees, birds, coyotes and
other wildlife. Usage is documented with cameras that volunteers check twice a year. The feeding systems were
placed on steep, rocky slopes in remote areas because the sheep, which cannot outrun predators, use the rugged
terrain to escape lions and coyotes. Ewes tend to seek out the most precipitous landscapes when giving birth.
Jorgensen, a former park ranger and resource ecologist, helped oversee the installation of the guzzlers and other
efforts to boost sheep populations dating back to the 1980s. The guzzlers created some controversy at first because
hunting groups have helped build and maintain the devices, explained the State Parks employee of 36 years
who retired in 2009. “Sierra Club and Audubon were a little upset with me because I worked with Safari Club
and accepted their donations to build a guzzler,” Jorgensen remembered. “They said, ‘Why are you taking money
from a hunting organization? You know they just want to shoot them.” ”

Hunting of Peninsular and Sierra Nevada bighorn sheep is prohibited in California, pointed out Jorgensen,
who is himself a hunter of deer and pronghorn. The Department of Fish and Wildlife does allow hunting of Nelson
bighorn rams in places such as the Mojave and Sonoran deserts. Thousands of people enter the annual lottery,
which issues 42 tags a year statewide. To protect the sheep, Jorgensen and others also removed 150 wild cattle
and 29 feral horses from the park, as well as aggressively ripped out thirsty invasive plants such as tamarisk.
Conservation groups eventually came to accept the situation, Jorgensen said, although in recent years, some have
pushed back on building wildlife guzzlers in federally designated wilderness areas.

The Union-Tribune reached out to a number of environmental organizations, including the Sierra Club,
Defenders of Wildlife and the California Wilderness Coalition. Only the Center for Biological Diversity was
willing to talk about the guzzlers. “Because of the effects we’re seeing with climate change with the Peninsular
bighorn sheep, we’re very supportive of having those extra waters out there,” said Ileene Anderson, public lands
desert director for the highly litigious nonprofit. The results speak for themselves. The Department of Fish and



Wildlife last counted 884 Peninsular bighorn sheep in 2016. The agency is now reportedly gearing up for its first
official count in nearly a decade, using radio collars, remote cameras and helicopter surveys.

The cost of survival ~ Keeping guzzlers full and functioning has become an increasingly demanding task
amid ongoing drought. The state relies on pro-hunting groups to maintain a network of roughly 200 big-game
guzzlers throughout Southern California. However, it’s often a leak or a broken float valve that triggers the need
for an emergency water drop, said Scott Gibson, area captain coordinator with the Pasadena-based Society for the
Conservation of Bighorn Sheep. “Usually, something bad has to happen,” he said. “Like in Anza-Borrego, they’ve
had mechanical failures.” Last year, Gibson helped coordinate five water deliveries, from Whale Peak to
Twentynine Palms to the Chocolate Mountains east of the Salton Sea. The Marines out of Yuma and Camp
Pendleton donated the helicopter time, which can cost upward of $40,000 a trip, he said. Lately, Gibson has been
advocating for the installation of below-ground guzzlers that have few if any moving parts. These devices allow
animals to walk down a ramp into a drinking pond as water levels drop.

While California pioneered many of the country’s first guzzlers, starting with smaller devices for quail in
the 1950s and then for sheep in the *70s and ’80s, he said, other western states are now leading the way. Arizona
Game and Fish Department, for example, maintains about 3,000 water catchment devices throughout the state.
The agency, which is primarily funded by the sale of hunting and fishing licenses, spends about $1 million a
vear to fill these systems. However, the department has seen the demand for water deliveries skyrocket in recent
years. In 2020, the state hauled 2.4 million gallons of water, up from an average of about 1.5 million gallons, said
Esther Rubin, research branch chief for the department. “We were ready to haul 3 million gallons in 2021, but
then we got some monsoon rains,” she said. “That costs a lot.” In response, the state has asked citizens to donate to
the cause. Billboards promoting the SENDWATER campaign are a common sight in many places. The approach
has so far been working, Rubin said. “The public has been so supportive of this, huge donations to haul water for
wildlife.”

However, that’s a situation McCamish of Anza-Borrego park doesn’t want to find himself in. While the
military and volunteer groups have so far been footing the bill for water drops, he worries about setting a long-
term precedent that could overwhelm the agency’s budget. Other aspects of the park could suffer if too much
focus is put on sheep, he recently told the Union-Tribune. “I want to see this species thrive, but if [ have to die on
this hill, I will continue to preach for the greater ecological good,” he said. “There is a whole landscape beyond
an individual species.”

This article appeared in the San Diego Union Tribune May 24, 2022 and is reprinted with express permission of
the author. hitps://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/environment/story/2022-05-07/anza-borrego-bighorn-
sheep  joshua.smith@sduniontribune.com. Please consider subscribing to the San Diego Union Tribune to enjoy
additional articles and coverage of issues concerning Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. Editor’s Note: Special
thank you to SCBS member/volunteer Patrick Yrarrazaval-Correa for your help with securing this article.
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WEBSITE : Society for Conservation of Bighorn Sheep is on-line ~  desertbighorn.org or sheepsociety.com

SCBS on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/934106009976651/ See exciting posts from like-
minded folks and fascinating imagery captured on wildlife cameras. Videos too. We have 2316 followers.

Newsletter : Compiled, created, and edited by Debbie Miller Marschke. Articles and submissions for the
next Sheep Sheet are solicited from all readers; it’s a publication by it’s members - for the members. Email
Debbie at debmillermars@gmail.com if you have a story to share.




Monthly Meeting
The SCBS Board of Directors meets at about 7:00 p.m. on the 2" Tuesday of each month. Due to the Coronavirus

meetings have been occurring as scheduled using the Zoom virtual platform. Resuming in-person meetings has
been considered, but many Board members are reluctant due to health concerns and the presence of Covid.

2022 SCBS Board of Directors

Terry Anderson 760-408-7118 Steve Marschke 310-543-1862
Bob Burke 760-617-9261 David M’Greene 626-422-2174
Bryan Cimarusti 323-842-0024 Mike Morgan 760-249-5632
Jeff Crouse 760-680-9819 John Roy 562-697-7232
Stevan Hart 714-323-4843 Glenn Sudmeier 760-389-2498
Jennifer Hinojosa 760-246-3115 Gary Thomas 951-206-6410
Mark LeCompte 661-904-3408 John Voght 310-204-3827
Norm Lopez 805-431-2824

&

Attention SCBS Area Captains and Authorized Agents:

Volunteer Training on August 28", 2022

Join us on Sunday, August 28" from 11:30 am — 3:00 pm at Bass Pro Shops: 7777 Victoria Gardens
Ln, Rancho Cucamonga CA 91730 for a meet and greet of Area and Spring Captains conducted by your
coordinators. Lunch will be served during this event. An extravagant lunch for those who RSVP. Please RSVP
unless you are not eating with us.

This date will mark a return to our bi-annual meetings to cover new rules, regulations and the
expectations for our volunteers working in designated Wilderness areas and on public lands. Topics for this first
meeting will include an overview of Area/Spring Captain Programs, including: 1) What is the role of our
Captains? 2) Filling out reports and whom to submit those reports to. 3) Authorized Agents information (a quick
primer on current interpretation of the CA Desert Protection Act with it’s Memorandum of Understanding
between SCBS, BLM, and CDFW. Includes what is expected of Authorized Agents, and how to respond to
questions from the Public or Government while in the field). 4) Issues that may arise when surveying waterholes
or guzzler, and how to resolve them. 5) Questions and Answer session, and “story time”.

This event will conclude the Bass Pro Shops Fall Classic Event. We will have volunteers manning a
table over the course of that event and hopefully we will gain a few potential new volunteers. If there is anyone
that you want to extend the invitation to in the hopes of them becoming involved, please do. Contact Arioch
M’Greene: ariochmgreene@gmail.com.




SCBS Bestows Prestigious Awards Upon Lifetime Achievers

The Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep has recognized four dedicated lifetime achievers for their
work involving desert Bighorn sheep with awards for their service:

The Bleich — Weaver Service Above Self Award
presented to Mark C. Jorgensen, Superintendent
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park (retired), for decades
of meaningful contributions and evidenced by a
lifetime of unselfish commitment to the conservation
of desert bighorn sheep and their habitat; Your
prominent role in establishing, implementing, and
overseeing the compilation of results from the
Annual Waterhole Count and your strong advocacy
for continuation of that event; Your willingness to
address controversial topics with decision makers
and to implement needed changes, among which
have been your pragmatic interpretation of the
meaning of wilderness, the development of artificial

water sources, reduction of competition through the removal of feral horses, reduction of the potential for disease
transmission through the removal of feral cattle, and careful management of off-road vehicle recreation, all to the
benefit of bighorn sheep; Your contributions to public education through presentations and writings, your
contributions to the scientific literature, and your ability to work with others to achieve common goals, and despite
being retired from State service, your continuing advocacy for habitat protection and your ongoing commitment
to proactive management for the benefit of bighorn sheep throughout the American Southwest. The Society for
the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep extends to you our heartfelt appreciation for making a difference by being the
difference.

The Bleich — Weaver Service Above Self Award
presented to John D. Wehausen, PH.D. Research
Scientist, University of California, White Mountain
Research Station, for decades of meaningful
contributions as evidenced by a lifetime of unselfish
dedication and commitment to the careful
application of the scientific method and analysis and
interpretation of results derived therefrom, during
which you have collaborated with numerous others
affiliated with governmental, or academic
organizations to help understand the evolutionary
history and systematic relationships of the wild sheep
of North America; Your willingness to address

controversial topics and bring them to the attention of fellow scientists, agency administrators, politicians and the
public in general; Your desire to work with and mentor young scientists, several of which have become
professional collaborators and have gone on to stellar careers in research or management; Y our recognition of the
Sierra Nevada bighorn sheep as a distinct subspecies, and your advocacy for population restoration and habitat



protection; and Your participation in aerial surveys, other forms of population monitoring, translocation projects,
and wildlife conservation activities in general, the majority of which have been carried out in the absence of
recompense and were beyond the expectations of your position. The Society for the Conservation of Bighorn
Sheep extends to you our heartfelt appreciation for making a difference by being the difference.

The Bicket — Landells Lifetime Achievement Award
presented to George C. Kerr for unrelenting
dedication as evidenced by your unselfish
contributions to achieving the objective of the
Society by giving your personal time and passion to
perpetuate Bighorn Sheep conservation throughout
the desert of California; Sharing your vast
knowledge with younger conservationists who will
carry on our advocacy; Developing water catchments
and providing the knowledge, guidance, labor, and
financial support for building and maintaining those
systems; Providing information that will help ensure

the future survival of Bighorn Sheep in a natural environment that is rapidly changing, and Your gifts of time,
expertise, and other resources to expand the distribution and numbers of Bighorn Sheep in California. The Society
for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep extends to you our heartfelt appreciation for making a difference by being
the difference.

The Bicket — Landells Lifetime Achievement Award
presented to Glenn W. Sudmeier for unrelenting
dedication as evidenced by your unselfish
contributions to achieving the objectives of the
Society by giving your personal time and passion to
perpetuate Bighorn Sheep conservation throughout
the desert of California; Sharing your vast
knowledge with younger conservationists who will
carry on our advocacy; Developing water catchments
and providing the knowledge, guidance, labor, and
financial support for building and maintaining those
systems; Providing information that will help ensure
the future survival of Bighorn Sheep in a natural
environment that is rapidly changing; and your gifts
of time, expertise, and other resources to expand the
distribution and numbers of Bighorn Sheep in
California. The Society for the Conservation of
Bighorn Sheep extends to you our heartfelt
appreciation for a lifetime of meaningful
contributions, and always doing what’s best for the
sheep.




&

MDHCA (Goffs Schoolhouse Museum) Partnership with SCBS
The Schoolhouse and Museum located at Goffs, CA (near Needles), has extended a partnership with SCBS in
support of desert wildlife conservation projects. SCBS volunteers are welcome to use the Museum property as a
base camp for future projects. Electricity, water, toilets, showers are available. Donations to the Museum are
appreciated. For more details contact Debbie Miller Marschke 951-316-6545 or debmillermars@gmail.com.

SCBS Instrumental in Delivering a New Exhibit at the Goffs Schoolhouse Museum

SCBS was contacted by Dianna and Jeff Roundtree, as executors of the estate of Jurgen Knuth, with
an offer to receive a donated Desert Bighorn Sheep taxidermy full mount. The ram was legally hunted by Jurgen
Knuth, an avid sportsman, on 12-18-1996 in Arizona mountain ranges near California. SCBS, not having a formal
office location, saw fit to bestow the donation upon a worthy museum so that it may serve as an educational tool
for future generations.

LidF

Jurgen Knuth, with his Ram on 12-18-1996 Arioch and David M’Greene delivered the Ram to the Museum exhibit hall.

SCBS Board Member Norm Lopez followed up with the Roundtrees and facilitated arrangements to
move the bulky bighorn from Irvine, CA to a temporary storage location in Pasadena. On May 28, 2022, Arioch
and David M’Greene transported and delivered the ram to it’s new home in the exhibit hall at Goffs, CA. SCBS
wishes to express thanks to the Roundtrees for reaching out and making this donation possible.

&

SCBS Is Seeking A Central Storage Solution

Currently, SCBS has two separate locations that are used to store and stage tools, materials, trailers,
and vehicles that are owned by the Society. The first location is Camp Cady in Newberry Springs, and the second
is Board Member Glenn Sudmeier’s ranch in Hesperia. Sudmeier’s was supposed to be a temporary arrangement.



SCBS needs to find a more suitable location to store our GMC Truck (Big Red), two trailers, spare Raincatcher
tanks, and tools that is conveniently located and accessible 24 hours. Ideally some these items need to be stored
indoors, like in a warehouse, aircraft hanger, or defunct business in the high desert . Our current storage consists
of 2 shipping containers and about a half acre of land. There also needs to be an element of security to prevent
theft. Since SCBS is a 501C non-profit organization, an affordable solution is paramount. We’d like to keep
directing our funds to the sheep and not “overhead”. We’ve investigated some good leads but have not identified
a suitable solution. Do you know of any person or business that would donate or lease space? Negotiable offers
or partnerships will be considered. It’s possible to provide a tax form 1099 for donated space. Please submit your
leads or ideas to Mike Morgan 760-249-5632, Norm Lopez 805-431-2824 or John Maley 760-987-3605.

&

AMAZON SMILE: SCBS is now connected with Amazon Smile. AmazonSmile is a program that donates
0.5% of your eligible purchases on Amazon to a charity of your choice. All you need to do is start your
shopping at smile.amazon.com; it is identical to Amazon’s traditional shopping website except for the logos on
the top banner. Once you log on to Amazon Smile for the first time, make a “bookmark” (Google has a star icon
that you click on to do this at the top of the tab, then the bookmark will appear in the top banner so you can find
it easily. If you are still confused, consult a youngster for assistance). The Amazon Smile donation will be made
at no extra cost to you (it’s a donation from Amazon’s charitable outreach foundation) and you can choose from
nearly one million public charitable organizations. Please choose SCBS! We have already received $118.85 this
year from Amazon, resulting from 20 users and 170 transactions.

How to sign up for AmazonSmile:

1. Visit smile.amazon.com

2. Sign in with the same account info you use for Amazon.com. It’s the same organization.
3. Select your charity — Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep

4. Start shopping to generate donations for SCBS. It works!

&

Future Projects in Planning Stages

We always have things on the drawing board. The progress is dependent upon governmental agencies and/or
the seasonal calendar:

SB44 Kidney Spring Tank Replacement — Castle Mountains Monument area. Inspected recently, all 3 tanks
full to capacity, no signs of leaks and water is clear/clean. Fully functioning, but the aged cylindrical tanks are
delaminating. We need to coordinate upgrading to a Raincatcher with Neal Darby of the National Park Service;
he’s expressed his support to move forward now. The spring is actively replenishing the tanks but we need to be
proactive in replacing the tanks before they begin to leak.

R5 Chuckwalla “Ship Creek” in Chuckwalla Mountains — Critical need. We need the DFG helicopter to
transport the tanks and materials. Now that a helicopter contract has been secured, we can move forward. CDFW
is communicating with BLM to get their Environmental Assessment completed so we can schedule the project.
This will be a large scale effort and volunteers will be solicited when we have a date.

SB25 Newberry Big Game Guzzler rebuild — Pending permits and approval from the BLM Barstow office.
This is not categorized as a repair or rebuild; it is regarded as a “new” system because the Raincatcher tanks will




be located near the old system and much dirt will need to be excavated. BLM is aware that this is one of the top
priorities and should be working with CDFW. There has been no progress on this project. The old system has
stopped collecting, and volunteers will continue to be needed to haul water here until the new system is installed.

State L.ands Project — Pending approval. This is a large scope long term project impacting 90 potential locations,
subject to approval by the California State Lands Commission and California Dept. of Fish and Wildlife.
Recently, we have achieved some progress in the approval process.

R10 FayDee Orocopia Mountains — Critical need, currently there is no alternative water source in the area. It
needs rain mat repair, the collection pipe needs to be connected, and tank 3 staged at bottom of hill and needs to
be installed. DFW is coordinating with BLM. BLM prefers the use of vehicles over a helicopter as transport. At
the very minimum, we need to perform a water haul and place a lid upon tank 3.

SB02 Red Cave Rocks — Sacramento Mtns. The tanks are cracked and need replacement. No permit required for
replacement in kind, thus an uncomplicated project. However, it has a low priority.

Private Land Owner projects — SCBS is currently discussing the installation of Raincatcher systems with
several private land owners. One advantage of pursuing these projects is that they will not need to undergo the
formal environmental assessment processes to proceed. These are in varying stages of development. SCBS will
need to order more Raincatcher tanks from our supplier before any of these potential projects can be scheduled.

Water Hauling — It’s that time of year again. California deserts are in extreme drought conditions and summer
is heating up. We will need to schedule water hauls to SB19 Big Gees, Nancy Andrew, and the Marble/Clipper
Mountains drinkers. Of course, there will probably be additional locations added to this list. We have not sent
out an email soliciting volunteers lately, but watch your inbox. If you have never received an email requesting
volunteers from SCBS, you need to get on the list. Contact Debbie Miller Marschke at debmillermars(@gmail.com
AND Area Captain Coordinator Scotty Gibson at scottygibson@gmail.com so we can add you to the email blasts.

&

News Briefs ~ Short Bleats

W David Davis, Wildlife Biologist at Fort Irwin, reported on 4-27-22 that the new CC Tank guzzler has been visited by
ravens, vultures, a Prairie Falcon, and a pair of foxes. No sign of Bighorn Sheep yet. No burros. Limited access to the site
to check due to constant presence of military training activities. He will keep us posted.

# CADFG confirms that a helicopter contract has been secured for departmental use. It’s a 3 year or $300K contract and
continues until the limits of the contract are reached. It’s predicted that the funding will max out before the 3 year term
expires. About half of the funding is budgeted to survey Peninsular sheep around Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. Surveys
of Peninsular sheep must be done this year with the desired goal to delist them as Federally endangered; if the 2022 survey
is not completed, the scientists have to start the 6 year process over again.

# June 15 & 16 2022 CADFG completed a survey in the Marble and Clipper Mountains. 39 bighorn sheep were counted.

# CADFG Environmental Scientist Sonja Schwartz reported on 3-21-22 that she had visited the Bob Campbell drinker
(SB14 Clark Mountain) and it was dry due to a broken pipe. David & Arioch M’Greene repaired the drinker in June. Now
all we need is some rain to fill it up, or helicopter the need is critical. No recent sheep sign observed.

O The California Chapter of the Wild Sheep Foundation hosted their annual Banquet and Auction on April 30, 2022 in
Sacramento, CA. Dr. Vern Bleich represented SCBS in presenting awards to Mark Jorgensen, George Kerr, John Wehausen,



and Glenn Sudmeier at the Banquet. The Sheep Summit conference was held on April 29 at the same location, which was
attended by SCBS President Steve Marschke.

W CDFW inspected INO4 Nopah Central and discovered a disconnected pipe. SCBS volunteer Marty Ambrose rose to the
occasion, and teamed up with CDFW field crews to successfully repair the system 2-17-2022.

# The Sweeney Granite Mountains Research Center, located in the Mojave National Preserve, reports that their spring
which supplies the facility with water has run dry for the first time due to drought conditions. This has crippled the Center.

@ Water hauling has begun to SB25 Newberry for the season. The first haul occurred on 3-16-22. The summer heat was
not as early this year as it was last year, so the second haul occurred on 6-5-22 ( 2400 gallons ). The crew also had time to
haul 1000 gallons to Hanson Quarry. It is predicted that the next Newberry water haul will happen at the end of July.

# SCBS Board Members Jeff Crouse and Jenny Hinojosa hauled 1200 gallons to Omya temporary tank (Bristol Mtns).
#8000 gallons hauled to SB04 South I-40 by Terry Anderson & Andrew Pontius 4-1-22. Float was replaced.

# SCBS volunteer Scott Gibson hauled water to SB31 Bearclaw on 3-16-22. Future work is needed on this
system; a replacement tank and/or rain mat should be considered.

# Volunteers for the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park annual bighorn sheep census have been very upset about
the Park’s new policies for participating in the July census. According to the San Diego Union Tribune article
published on 5-25-2022, “The state park is requiring for the first time ever that all volunteer sheep counters get
fingerprinted for a background check, a requirement usually reserved for those working with children or handling
large sums of money. The park is also mandating that volunteers fill out extensive paperwork, which includes a
list of personal references and work history, and consent to a media gag order”. The census went forward July 8-
10, 2022 which was their 50" consecutive year for the ground count. Park officials are presently
uncommunicative about the status of the Peninsular Bighorn Sheep that reside in this zone with CDFW and the
general public. In 2019, the census counted 90 bighorn and the population was estimated to be 273. It is suspected
that the population is trending downward. The ABDSP has 11 wildlife water systems in the Park, but many of
them desperately need water. Last year, there was a cooperative effort with many volunteer organizations and
Marines from Camp Pendleton to airlift water by helicopter. The status of this prospect for 2022 is currently
unclear.

@ Aren Hall from Equinox Gold reports that the Oro Belle Guzzler (installed October 2020) is very successful.
He has been informed that the lamb recruitment around this system is the most robust in the entire Mojave. The
resident bighorn herd uses the system constantly and he’s shared some terrific photos captured on their trail
cameras. Equinox Environmental Coordinator Ralph McCullers topped off their 3 tanks with 450 gallons on June
24,2022 and reported a very curious ewe supervising the visit.

“See the lion in the photo? This one kept its eyes on me and the dogs for 30 minutes. I think it was concerned the dogs would wind its
scent and wanted a head start in case they did. It was taken in the Owens Valley, south of Big Pine. I was Chukar hunting Thanksgiving
Day” . submitted by SCBS Volunteer Michael Graber. (Editor’s note: Let’s be careful out there, the hills have eyes)



THE SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP

A California Non-Profit Organization is looking for:
Sportsmen and Conservationists who are concerned about our California Desert Bighorn sheep and who are willing to get involved to
make a difference. Be a part of history with our program to put bighorn sheep back in their historical ranges. The Society works with
the California Department of Fish and Game and the Bureau of Land Management in programs such as: sheep transplanting and
propagation; habitat improvement; wildlife census; research and development; and many more. If this sounds exciting and fulfilling to
you, then fill out the following application and join the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep today! Check our website at:

www.desertbighorn.org or Sheepsociety.com
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
Attn: SCBS Membership Chairman John Nelson
24925 Chicory Ct.
Stevenson Ranch, CA 91381

Name:

Address:

City: State:  Zip:
Phone: (H) W)

E-Mail Address (Optional):

Make checks payable to: SCBS

Annual .................. $35.00/Year New Renewal

Student (Full Time). $20.00/Year New Renewal

Life ...................... $300.00 New ___option:3 Qtrly Pmt of ($100.00)

Corporate ............. $1000.00/Y ear

Enclosed is my Tax Deductible check for $ which includes my contribution of $ to help you
support desert wildlife.

Please send me information on the Society’s desert water projects. Yes  No

Where did you hear about SCBS?

SCBS Sponsor:
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Application Received: Funding Received:

Voted In: Member Card Sent:



Bighorn Sheep sighted during the Little Fargo water haul, May 2022— Monte Hammer photo
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