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A GOOD KILL GONE BAD – by Carlos Gallinger 
 

 
Sometimes a single image can convey a complete story 

 
We have a beautiful example of this, in this petroglyph.  It is an ancient story, told in an 
ancient way, by an ancient people. Yet this image, this story, transcends the time and 
culture that made it. It is a story that is still told around a few campfire today, perhaps not 
as often as it should be. It is the story of a good kill gone bad.  A story that may have 
played out on this very spot.  To the particular hunter, that threw his spear and killed this 
particular sheep, we can begin to understand this story by reading the various attributes in 
this glyph, and understanding its placement in time and the environment.   

http://www.desertbighorn.org/
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To start with this petroglyph is probably very old. If we look at the size and length of the 
projectile that killed this ram, it's most likely a spear or ‘dart’ thrown with a atlatl rather 
than an arrow, indicating this happened before the invention of the bow and arrow. Then 
if we look at the placement of this projectile, it seems to indicate that this ram was above 
the hunter and facing him when he got hit. The placement of this glyph is next to a small 
water source at the bottom of a small rocky canyon. From the water source to the rim of 
the canyon is well within the range of these ancient weapons. Taken together, the shot 
placement shown in the petroglyph, and the glyph placement itself, can be interpreted as 
evidence that this event took place at this glyph site.  
 
Now if we look at the artistic style of this petroglyph, it is a classic Coso range bighorn 
sheep, this artistic style is sometimes referred to as a boat sheep due to the shape of their 
bodies. However there are two significant differences in this particular glyph, the first 
and most obvious is that this ram is upside down. Then if we look at the back, it’s curved 
outward. Most Coso sheep have a straight back. This would seem to indicate that not only 
is this sheep dead, but it's bloated as well. There is one other important artistic detail that 
would seem to indicate a bloated condition. If we look at the back end of the sheep not 
only did the artist draws a short tail which sheep have, he also drew in what seems to 
be excrement squirting out it’s body, this phenomena is common with dead bloated 
animals.  
 
So what is the story here? How much imagination is required of us to connect the dots, 
and what can we learn from this ancient glyph? We can start with the fact that desert 
bighorn sheep can go a month or two without drinking water in the winter months. They 
get all the moisture they need from the plants they eat if conditions are right. So if this 
ram was at this glyph site to drink the water, it was most likely in the hot summer 
months. Of course this is also indicated by the bloated condition of this ram. As large 
animals like this will bloat and rot very quickly in the summer time heat, and this same 
process takes quite a bit longer in cold weather. So when there’s water next to this glyph 
in the summer time, we are likely to have the bighorn sheep and the hunters as well.  
 
 Now let’s explore one scenario that fits the attributes of the glyph and its placement in 
the environment. We can start this story with 3 or 4 hunters coming to this small canyon 
and selecting a place to ambush the sheep. They would’ve selected a place based on their 
own preference and the pecking order within their tribal group. Having been at this site 
myself it’s my opinion that this glyph site would’ve been a preferred site. Using 
traditional tactics, it’s most likely that all of these hunters entered their hunting blinds 
under the cover of darkness and began to wait for the bighorn sheep to come to them. 
Having watched bighorn sheep around springs and other water sources myself I know 
that at 9 or 10 o’clock in the morning is often one of the high points of sheep activity 
around these water sources.  As this hunter sat there crouching by this water source, this 
bighorn ram literally stuck his neck out over the rim of this small canyon and our hunter 
immediately threw his spear and hit this ram in the chest.  Though fatally wounded, the 
ram took off running.  A hit like this will kill, but not immediately, like a shot through the 
lungs or in the heart. This ram might have run a long ways before it died. Normally the 
hunter would’ve gone in hot pursuit of his quarry and butchered it immediately by 
opening up the body cavity and gutting it. This would allow it to cool and began to dry 
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and not rot or bloat.  It seems in this case this did not happen. One of many possible 
reasons for this is, that the other hunters having seen the animal get hit, thought that 
would not go far. However, they may have been waiting for other animals to come in to 
try and get a drink of water, and they had to remain hidden. So if this one hunter had 
broken cover and start to run after his ram he would have scared off the whole heard. 
Instead of getting 3 or 4 sheep they would only gotten one. So they all stayed hidden for 
another 3 or 4 hours and didn’t move, waiting for more sheep to come to water.  Whether 
they did or not will never know, but it seems by the time the hunt was over or was given 
up, this one ram lay dead and bloated. 
 
 So why the petroglyph, this story in stone?  It’s possible that one of the other hunters put 
this glyph in this man’s favorite place in order to ridicule him, and make him remember 
the time his impatience ruined the hunt for the other members of his tribe. Or perhaps this 
hunter put this glyph here himself as a way to remember something that he did wrong, the 
wasting of this magnificent animal and to atone for it.   
 
Of course this is just one of many possibilities based on few facts we have, but it is an 
ancient story, It is one that still worth telling around the campfire, especially to the young 
and impatient, because there are many ways that a good kill can go bad.  
 
 So it is, this glyph, this story, allows us to look deep into the past, and experience, the 
way of things.  By Carlos Gallinger (www.thewayofthings.org) 
 
 

                  
 

Making a difference – By the Numbers 
 
SCBS is an organization populated completely by volunteers. More than 70 guzzlers are 
cataloged, along with countless springs. Have you ever wondered how much effort is 
donated by our organization as a whole? Consider the data reported on our 2014 Fall 
Drinker Inspection Summary :  our volunteers recorded driving 14,443 miles and logged 
765 man hours to perform these inspections. All time and costs were absorbed by each 
respective volunteers personal budget. Now, that’s impressive ! 
   
  

    
 

Newsletter by E-Mail 
If you would like to have the Newsletter sent by e-mail let Bob Burke know at 

cameracoordinator@sheepsociety.com. You can still get a paper copy via regular mail. 
Also, the email copy will be in color and you can enjoy the photographs in living color. 
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Teresa Spring Success  -  February 21, 2015 by Debbie Miller Marschke 

Thanks to all the volunteers who contributed efforts to rehabilitate the Teresa Spring guzzler.  
Basecamp was set up nearby at the Omya Mine staging area on Friday night.  This location is in 
the Mojave Desert, south of the I-40 on Kelbaker Road near Amboy.  Temperatures were 
pleasant, requiring light jackets in the evening next to a roaring campfire.  Saturday morning we 
rolled out of camp at 8 AM in a convoy, across the valley to the project location in the Marble 
Mountains.  Teresa Spring had been previously improved by SCBS in March of 2010, during 
which a BOSS style drinker was installed. The spring itself surfaces in various patterns from 
cracks in bedrock. The flow is not a high volume of output,  but a good, steady seepage.  Over the 
last five years, the spring had filled with mud, roots, and was not collecting efficiently.  The 
offending materials were removed using hand tools and muscle. Concrete mix had been carried 
in, and mixed up to improve the existing catch dam.  The burro fencing was painted so that this 
site would be better camouflaged when viewed using Google Earth.  It was a gorgeous day, and 
the geologic scenery that surrounded the volunteers was an awesome backdrop for this 
industrious production.  Four sheep had been spotted during Friday’s pre-run to this guzzler, 
which is a gratifying reminder that our works make an immediate impact on the residents of this 
majestic locale.  Saturday evening was a lively event, with good food and great company.  
Rodger Lopez cooked up a delicious barbecued chicken dinner for everyone, including a rather 
impressive pineapple upside-down cake in his Dutch oven.  Cliff McDonald (Water for Wildlife) 
paid us a visit, accompanied by his son Josh. Cliff donated some nice gear to our evening’s door 
prize raffle (Thanks Cliff!)  Thanks also to Neil Ringlee who delivered the tools on Friday, and 
John & Linda Roy for taking the tools back to Camp Cady.   It is worth mentioning once more 
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that we were blessed with good weather…meanwhile in the LA Basin, it was storming with 
significant precipitation.  The storm did not roll into the desert until Sunday afternoon when the 
volunteers had broken camp and were enroute home. 

 
The SCBS Board of Directors meets at about 6:00 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
in the conference room at Bass Pro Shops, 7777 Victoria Gardens Lane, Rancho 
Cucamonga, CA 91730.   You are invited to attend any and all board meetings, to bring a 
friend, to visit, and, hopefully, to participate. 
 

SCBS 2015 Board of Directors  
Director  Phone Number Director  Phone Number 
Robert Burke  760-617-9261  Jeff Crouse  760-680-9819 
Christian Guntert 760-955-2525  Jennifer Hinojosa 760-246-3115 

       Mark LeCompte        661-267-6523        Norm Lopez          909-887-2279 
       Steve Marschke          310-543-1862              Darryl Williams         323-333-2160 

Stevan Hart  714-323-4843  George Sutton  714-356-7592 
Neil Ringlee  760-245-6034  Glenn Sudmeier 760-389-2498 

      Gary Thomas        909-981-5847        Terry Anderson       760-408-7118 
      Dave Smith        760-617-3291 
 

 
Top left to right: Steven Hart, Terry Anderson, George Sutton, Darryl Williams, Bob 
Burke, Christian Guntert, Neil Ringlee, Dave Smith. Bottom left to right: Jennifer 
Hinojosa, Mark LeCompte, Steve Marschke, Jeff Crouse, Norm Lopez, Gary Thomas.  
At large: Glenn Sudmeier 
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THE DESERT AT NIGHT 
 
When walking the desert in the summer time heat one finds there is a stillness on the 
land.  The stark blue sky without any clouds is motionless, and all the animals or deep in 
their burrows or hiding in what little shade they can find.  In contrast to this, the night 
offers cooler temperatures and the moon and the stars give motion and beauty to the night 
sky, and the desert comes to life in the darkness of the night.  It is here in the darkness 
that the drama of predator and prey is played out. 
 

 
 
 
This series of pictures was taken in July using infrared technology, so these animals are 
unaware of the camera, there is no flash.  To the right of the ram you can see the two 
glowing eyes of a bobcat  
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In this scene (previous page) the ram which is primarily a  daylight creature is not only 
willing to come to the spring to drink his fill of water at night.  He is also willing to run 
the bobcat off that has been following him for days. This would’ve been a very different 
story with a mountain lion. 
 

 
 
Now having run the bobcat off, the ram can drink his water in peace.  And here we see 
this big ram has the confidence to turn his back on that pesky bobcat. 
 

 
 
Now having run the bobcat off and gotten a good drink of water, are ram walks back out 
into the vast darkness of the desert.  
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This camera has recorded this ram and bobcat going through a similar routine three or 
four times at this spring.  I don’t think that this bobcat was seriously hunting this ram. I 
think this bobcat was using this ram’s presence as a distraction.  That is to say the other 
animals would be aware of the ram and not the stealthy bobcat.  For some animals this 
could be a deadly mistake.  Only a few large rams were willing to use this spring at night 
all the rest of the desert bighorn sheep came during the daylight hours. 
 
These photos are part of the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep photo survey 
which now has approximately a half-million photos in its archive. (Carlos Gallinger, 
SCBS Member. Check out his website: www. thewayofthings.org ) 
 

 

     
 

                                    In Memorium – Mike Ralles 
  

 
 
 

With great sorrow comes the announcement that we have lost a great friend.  For those of 
you that haven't heard through other channels, our Membership Coordinator Mike Ralles 
passed away a few weeks ago after battling complications of diabetes for a few years. 
Mike had served as membership chairman of SCBS for several years after passing the 
Presidency to Steve Marschke.   Mike had been on the board for about 20 years and was 
recruited to our organization after attending the sheep hunter clinic presented by SCBS.  
Yes, Mike was one of the lucky few that drew a California Desert Bighorn hunting tag 
and he filled it. Mike brought his wife Karyl into the SCBS family and she also 
participated on the board for many years. A memorial service was held in his home on 
March 14, 2015.  Anyone who wishes to contact Karyl with condolences may do so:  
Karyl Ralles, 5801 Calico Cove Court, Bakersfield CA 93306.   661-872-1282 
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Upcoming Projects  -- Help SCBS Make a Difference! 

  
March 27-29, Sheep Camp Spring, we are going to replace the old parabolic style 
drinker with a stainless steel New Mexico style drinker.  This project will require a 1.8 
mile hike with 1000 feet of elevation gain.  We have to carry in the drinker box, tools and 
fittings so we'll need volunteers that can backpack.  If we get enough volunteers, we'll 
probably dig out the Johnson screen also.  Location is near Danby on Old Route 66.  If 
you can't hike come out and camp with us and I'll send you on a tamarisk hunt nearby. 
  
April 24-26, Weavernoy Development Repair.  This system was damaged by a flood 
last summer.  About 20 feet of the 2 inch galvanized collection pipe has washed out.  We 
will repair using heavy hose and clamps, probably have to stack some rocks the shore up 
the pipe.  If we have enough volunteers, we will replace the drinker box hose with a 
slightly longer one that doesn't make a jump rope for the sheep and we'll dig out both 
dams.  Hike is about 1/5 mile provided we can figure out how to get our trucks through or 
around a couple of confusing ditches.  Bill Tuck led us in hiking last fall and we have 
some good ideas where the trail should be.  You'll need 4x4 as the trail is pretty sandy in 
a couple of places.  Location is near Iron Mountain Pumping plant on Highway 62. 
  
Both projects will be the typical schedule, show up Friday afternoon or evening and set 
up camp.  After breakfast, head to project site, return to camp Saturday afternoon in time 
for dinner.  Friday dinner, Saturday breakfast and Saturday dinner provided by SCBS.   
Bring your own lunch, snacks and drinks. Contact Steve Marschke to sign up ahead of 
time for additional details and a headcount for our cooks.  
    

         
 

Desert Bighorn Council Meeting April 14 – 17, 2015 
This event occurs every other year, and this year the meeting will be held in Borrego 
Springs, California.  Scientists and Wildlife Professionals who specialize in Desert  
Bighorn Sheep come together to share their research materials and results during two 
days of presentations.  If you are interested in learning what kind of scientific work is 
being done in the Western States for the benefit of the Bighorns, attend this conference 
and prepare to be educated!  Check out www.desertbighorncouncil.com/meetings for 
details. 

     
Editor Notes 

 
Bob Burke has had a couple of unfortunate setbacks, so this issue of the Sheep Sheet was 
created by Debbie Miller Marschke.  A special thanks to Carlos Gallinger for his 
immediate and willing response to our request for articles.  We all have a cornucopia of 
life experiences and knowledge base from a variety of disciplines – please share your 
stories by submitting an article to the Sheep Sheet.  Email them to Steve Marschke at 
Stevemarschke@gmail.com 

http://www.desertbighorncouncil.com/meetings
mailto:Stevemarschke@gmail.com
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Satisfied Customers:  If you build it, they will come! 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
In December of 2012, SCBS volunteer crews,  in cooperation with the Natural Resources 
Division of the Marine Base at Twentynine Palms,  installed a brand new water collection 
system at Sunshine Peak.  This guzzler system is located within the Twentynine Palms 
Marine Base and was constructed using two SCBS RainCatcher self-contained tanks.  
This area was chosen to create a water source where there is none available naturally.  
The objective was to facilitate corridors of migration between the metapopulations of 
bighorn sheep in the surrounding ranges.  Well, it worked!  The cameras placed at the site 
recorded visitors within a few months of the installation.  The above photos were 
harvested during the fall inspection, which also boasted both tanks full to overflowing. 
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF BIGHORN SHEEP 

A California Non-Profit Organization is looking for: 
Sportsmen and Conservationists who are concerned about our California Desert Bighorn sheep and who are 
willing to get involved to make a difference.  Be a part of history with our program to put bighorn sheep 
back in their historical ranges.  The Society works with the California Department of Fish and Game and 
the Bureau of Land Management in programs such as:  sheep transplanting and propagation; habitat 
improvement; wildlife census; research and development; and many more.  If this sounds exciting and 
fulfilling to you, then fill out the following application and join the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn 
Sheep today!   Check our website at:   www.desertbighorn.org 
************************************************************************************** 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  
SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP 

Attn: SCBS Membership Chairman 
5801 Calico Cove Court 
Bakersfield, CA 93306 

 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
City: __________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ______________ 
 
Phone: (H) _________________________    (W) _____________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address (Optional): _______________________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to: SCBS 
Annual ………………$35.00/Year New   _____     Renewal _____ 

Student (Full Time).   $20.00/Year New   _____     Renewal _____ 

Life ………………….$300.00 New _____    ___option:3 Qtrly Pmt of ($100.00)  

Corporate ………….$1000.00/Year 

  
Enclosed is my Tax Deductible check for $_______ which includes my contribution of 
$________ to help you support desert wildlife. 
 
Please send me information on the Society’s desert water projects.  Yes ___ No ____ 
 
Where did you hear about SCBS? __________________________________________ 
 
SCBS Sponsor: _________________________________________________________ 
 
************************************************************************ 
 Application Received: ______          Funding Received: _______ 
 
            Voted In: ______                         Member Card Sent: _______ 
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“Water is the driving force of all nature” – Leonardo da Vinci 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                    
 

             


