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LONG TANK INSTALLATION REPAIRED 

Bud Wie,de,man a V,ULe,c.;tofL 06 ;the, Soc.iuy 6ofL ;the, Cow.,e,JLva;t,i,on 06 BighofLn She,e,p and p!Lob­
ably ;the, ha.JLde/2;t wofLung me,mbe,JL heui !Le.poue,d c.onc.e,JLMng ;the, !Le,p(l,,(}l/2 ;to ;the, Long Tank. iw.,;t­
alla;t,i,on on ;the, notih ;.,ide, 06 ;the, Chuc.k.awalla Moun;ta,i,w., in Rive,JL,6ide, Coun;ty. Bud !Le.pofLt.6 
;tha;t ;th,i,,6 na;tuJLal ;tank. ofL ;te,naja ,i,,6 loc.a;te,d ne,a.JL ;the, nouhe.fLn bcu,e, 06 ;the, Chuc.k.awalleui in 
a good ;.,olid gJLani;te_ JLoc.k. 6oJLma;t,i,on and whe_n nru will hold app!Loxima;te.ly 1,000 gallow., on 

wa;te,JL. The,JLe, ,L,6 alo;t On ba.JLe, e,xpM e,d gMnile, in ;the, a.JLe.a 
above_ ;th,i,,6 ;te,naja. A;., a !Le/2ul;t any ;.,ligh;t amouvit. on !Lain 
in ;thl6 wa;te.M h e,d q uic.R-ly fLUn-6 - 0 6 n and f{_e_ - 6~ ;the, ;tank.. 

In. Ap!Lil 06 1956 ;the, Vepafl.:tment of'J Euh an.d Game had buiU 
a c.oveJL oveJL :the ;tan.k. in. an. e66on;t, ;to !Leduc.e_ ;the lo.o-6 by 
evapo!La,,Uon.. Th-Lo c.oveJL--18 /)ee;t lon.g an.d 8 ,6ee;t wide had 
been. bui.U. wilh 4" x 4" JLedwood po.ou; 1" x 6" .oidin.g 
an.d having ct .ohee;t aluminum fLoo,6. Bud ~ bee.n. wa-tehin.g 
oveJL ;thl6 c.oveJL an.d maun.g ;the min.ofL !Lep(UfL.6 needed eveJL 
.oin.c.e ,tha;t ti.me. HoweveJL, Bud uty.6, "In. 1975 vandals du­

;the c.oveJL c.omple;tely an.d ll6 ed ;the, wood 61tame 6ofL ,6i!Le 
In. Sep;tembeJL, 7975 I wen.;t in. an.d mea-6uJLed ;the, ;tan.k. 

a n.ew c.oveJL." Bud duign.ed a n.e.w c.oveJL, ;to be made 
on.e-inc.h galvanized pipe, an.c.hofLed with fLein,6ofLc.ement 

bCVLo -6 e;t in;to ;the gJLanile waLe.6 o 6 ;the, ;tank. and ;to have a 
V' V ,....,._.,, ,.,,._,.,"_...,._ alwnin.um !LOO 6 . 

Bud -6 en.;t hM tLe,potL;t and ;the needed plan.,6 in ;to :the VFG 
Pho;to c.oUJLtuy Bud Wiedeman.. in Sep;te.mbeJL ;tha;t yeaJL. (1975} Vutung FebtLu.a.JLy 1977 ;the 

.ohoUM pa.JLt on ;the, vandalized ne.eded !Loo,6 Wa6 6abJuc.a;ted----6o f'JaJL M po.o.oible in. :the 
c.ove,JL. .ohop-6 o,& -the VFG' -6 Game FaJLm a;t Chino and ;then -tfLu.c.k.ed ou;t 

;to -the Chuc.kawalla mou.ritcun. .oile an.d iw.,.:ta.Ued. 
Bud ,&witheJL .oay-6, 11 Lon.g Tank M on.e 06 ;the 6ew wa;teJL .oou.fLc.e-6 on. ;the n.ouh .olope of'J ;the 

Chu.c.kawaLta-6 an.d when. wa.teJL i-6 avcul.able ;theJLe, it M fLeacLi..1-y Med by deeJL, dove.o, dueu 
quail a-6 well M ;the bighofLn. -6 heep an.d o-theJL non-game .opec.iu 06 wilclu..6e." 

Bud ILec.ommen.d-6 ;tha;t a .oign. .ohou.ld be iY11.,;ta.Ue,d a;t -thM loc.ation., duign.ating ;the, Me on 
;the wa;te,JL -6 0 fL wilclu.. 6 e, an.d -6 .ta.ling ;the, p enai.tiu n OIL uni.aw iu.l U-6 e . OIL de.o vw.ctfo n. 0 6 ;the, p!Lo p-
euy ofL ,&otL the poi..lu.,.uon. :the wa;teJL. 

****************************** 
WATER HOLE COUNT THE SACRAMENTO MOUNTAINS 

A report from John Massie Wildlife Habitat 
and Game informs us that he had a crew of 
west of Needles about June 21 to 23 making 
that mountain. Their observations were: 

Supervisor for Region 5, Department of Fish 
DFG personnel in the Sacramento Mts. south­
waterhole counts of some of the waters of 

Red Rock Caves---water storage facility (1972) 
F. Morse Spring 
Smith Spring 
Hidden Canyon was dry 
Broken Mule Shoe ---tenaja 

Rams Ewes Lambs -- --- ---
0 2 0 
0 3 1 
0 7 2 

8 2 

/' X ,>.c 1i ·,4_ ---- ,__, . --~ --·------ . .. - :-~·-·~ 
My wife Marguerite and I also sat for the three days of ·Jude 29-30 and July 1n a 
cave overlooking the Red Rock Cave installation and did see two ewes one morning as 
they came in to water. We also observed a coyote one morning and nearly 75 gambel 
quail come to water also 3 ravens one morning. Marguerite is ready to go again. 
T~mperatures were 114 at the camp site at 4:00 p.m. on our arrival. However, a good 
down.-c.an.yon b!Leeze: made the nights comfortable. 



···::::,:,ili:;,~,::❖ 

John Massie has told me that he will schedule a water 
storage facility in the Smith Spring area for sometime in 
1978. Broken Mule Shoe tenaja is only about one-fourth 
mile from Smith Spring. Neither is reliable during the 
period of need for the sheep. Both areas have excellent 
water ~ra~ping and storage potential. Smith Spring ~s a 
more d1ff1cult area tb get into by air or ground, but has 
better escape cover. 

This report of Mass. i e I s is the first ti me that we have 
!ound water at either F .. Morse or Broken Mule Shoe tenaja 
1n late June. I have checked them on several occassions 
and found them dry. Mott Spring was not checked. Neither 
~as a sprin~ about one mile south of F. Morse. Hope to get 
1t later th1s s ~mer. 

She,e,pheJLdeA pho.:to a.:t 
lew. 

Red Roc.k Cavu 6acitlty. 

COM/ ·---

PLEASE 

ENTER ON YOUR CALENDAR 

Among .:thu e, impoJLtan.:t da.:tu aJLe, .:tho✓.s e, 
.tha.:t you a/Le, go,,i,ng .:to ke,e,p ma~ng ;t ho✓.se, 
U!a.:teJLhole, c.o£:-nt6. Thu e, a/Le, u pe,c.,w,Uy 
,,{,mpoJita.n.:t .:thl6 yetJ.JL. The, maj OJr.)x.y o,& 
.:the, Te.am Captcu.Yl.-6 wilf. by .:th-i./2 -t.une. have, 
c.omple..:te.d .:thue. c.ouna and have, made. 
.:theJA fLepow .:to Gle.n Sudme.ieJL, addJLu✓.s : 
1728 H~.,i,de, Ave., NofLc.o, CaLL0. 92760 
Gle.nn' ✓.s phone.: (714) 735-4387 
TheJLe, i-6 ✓-s:ti.1.,.t time. .to make. .thu e, c.oun:U. 

ALSO----~L~BOR VAY WEEKENV Wa.:te.fLhole. Coun.:t in .:the, Vea.th Valley National Monume.n.:t. A-6 ✓.se,mble. 
a.:t ~he. V,{,,6~ofL Cen.:teJL, FUfLnac.e, CfLe.e.k----10:00 a.m. FnJ,day Se.p.:te,mbeJL 2nd 6ofL bfL.le6ing and 
-6pung M-6,{,gnme.na. The.n a,6.:teJLWaJLd-6 go .:to .:the. M-6igne.d aJLe,a. Couna Me .:to be. c.ondue.:te.d 
on Sa.:tu.!Lday, Sunday and Monday. A6.:teJL whic.h fLe.pow Me. .to be. made, and fLe..:tUfLn ;to qoUfL home. 
Re'bVL .:to .:the, May-June, ,u.,/.su.e, o,6 HIE She,e,pheJLde,tL {jotL ,th,,i,ngh you will ne.e.d duJu..ng .the. c.oun.t. 

Oe.:tobeJL 1, 1977 Annual Soue.,ty VinneJL Mee.ting a.:t Mic.ha.el' -6 in Lo-6 Ange.lu 

Odobe.fL 22 - 23, 7977 Wa.:teJL Ve.ve.lope.me.n.:t pfLoje.e.:t in .:the. Panamin.:t Bu;tt.u on .the. wu-te.fLn hide.. 
06 .:the. Ve.a-th Valley National Monume.n.:t. 

Ve.c.e.mbeJL---da.:te. no.t 6ina.Uze.d---6ibfLe,-gla-6-6 a -6.:toMge, .:tank a.:t .:the. Blue. SpfL.lng-6. 

Wa-teJL -6.:toMg e. pfLo j e.ct in .:the. Sac.Mme.n.:to Mu . - - - -da-te. no.:t ✓.s e.,t 

Ci') 1
, n. • : t·~ OF 

****************************** 

S.:ta.tM of; le.gi-6lation de.aLlng wdh .the. ptLope.fL manage.me.n.:t of; .:the, 
numbe..fL-6 06 ✓.so-c.alle.d wild 6fLe.e.-tLoaming hoMe/2 and bUflflo-6 he.e.~ 
-to be, dofLman-t. H.R. 7121 au.:thotr.e,d by -the. HonotLable. G. W~am 
Whi-te,huJL6-t o 6 V,{,fLgini.a L6 in .:the. HoM e. Su.b.Comm.Ltte.e, on F J.--6 he,fL.lu 
and Wildli6e. unde.Jt Chaiflman Glenn M. Ande..fL-6on. He. wn.J.;tu .:thax. 
.:the. H.~. 7121 will be. c.oYl.-6ide.Jte.d ✓.sho/7.fty. (July 12). We. have, no 

SPORTSMEN'S couNctL wotLd c.onc.e.fLMng .the. ptLUe.n.:t ✓.s.:ta-tM 06 a bill 06f1e.Jte.d 
.... _ ___,,OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA by Se.nrdotc Paek.wood oJ OtLe,gon WMc.h would -tfLanh-6eJL tifte. 

r Rf· >l(J, KER,·l, K :NG,. >,<Ar:•E:1.A MAR1POSA, MERCED, MONTEREY, $AN BENITO, 

'STAN:5:_AUS, C.A>I llll'i OR,,~O. SANTA BARBARA, SANTA CRUZ AND TULARE 

o 6 6 e,n.eu, n.o M e/2 and b UflfL0-6 nfLo m ;the, V e.pa!L-tm e,nt ob 1 n-t­
e.tu.,ofL ,to pfL.lva-te. individua.L6 ofL ofLga.Mzatio n-6. 

In e.Mllf June. .the. In-te.fL-Tfl,{,ba,l Counc.il o~ Native. Ame.fL,{,c.an Ind,,i,a.Yl.-6 -thtLough .:thufL du,,i,qne.e. 
EfLnU.t Alblitle. a me.mbe.fL 06 .:the. Soue.-ty 6ofL .:the. CoYl.-6eJLvation o/) BighofLn She.e.p pe,:t,[;t,[one.d ihe. 
Spoll..-t6me.n' h Counc.il .:to e.nde.avofL .:to ge..:t ne.e.de.d Le.gL6£..a.tion .:thfLough Congfle/2-6 whlc.h would give. 
.:the. S e,c.fLe..:taJLy o 6 I n.:te.fL.lo fL pe,tLmi.M ion .to gfLan.:t p e.JtmW .:to .:the. Na.ti v e, Am e,fL.lc.an I ndiaYl/.S .to .:take. 
bUflfL0-6 ,6ofL -the. ne.e.de.d pfLo.:te.in 6ood. A fLUolution WM duly adop,te.d by .the, SpMXome.n' .o Counc.il 
and le.;t,te.J[:j weJLe. wfL.l,t,te.n .to Ca.U6ofLMa CongfLU-6me.n a✓.sking .:theJA a✓.s-6i-6.:tanc.e. on ,thi-6 pfLoble.m. 
CongfLU✓.sman W~ Ke..:tc.hum 06 Bake..fL-6 6ie.ld WfLo.te. ;tha.,t he. would ✓.s.tJwngly c.oYl.-6ideJL -the. au-thofL-
ing o,6 ✓-suc.h a fLUolution. The. Se.c.fLe.-tafLy 06 In.:te,fL.lofL WM a✓.ske.d ,6ofL c.omme.n.:t on .:the. pfLopo✓.se.d 
✓.suggution 06 gfLavit{i,ng o,6 p~ .:to Na,t,[ve, Ame.tuc.an IndiaYl.-6 .to .:take, bUflfL0-6 6ofL ,6ood. How-
e.ve.Jt a fLUpoYl.-6e. ✓.s.:ta.tu ;tha.,t d .the, polic.y 06 .:the. In.:te,fL.lofL no.:t .to c.omme.n.:t on .ouc.h -6uggutioYl.-6 
until.. a,6.:teJL an enabling bill hM be.en pn.ue.n-te.d. Thi-6 hM no.:t be.en done. .:to da-te., .:to oUfL 
knowle.dg e.. 

HOWEVER-----THE CALIFORNIA WILVLIFE FEVERATION, THE SOUTHERN COUNCIL OF CONSERVATION 
CLUBS ANV THE SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP be.li~ve. .tha,t -the. Ve,paJL.:tme.nt 
o,6 .the, In.:te.fL.lofL a6-teJL a wcu.:t 06 almM.:t -6ix ye.a.M ✓.sinc.e. .the. Ve.c.e.mbe.Jt 15, 1971 .oigMng o,6 
PL 92-795 .:the. .oo-c.alle.d Wild FfLe.e.-Roaming HoMe. and BuMoAc,t o,6 7977 HAVE NOT VONE THAT 
WITH WHICH THEY WERE CHARGEV IN THE ACT---tta.me.ly .:the.-ke.e.ping 06 hoMe. and buMo popu.lcttioYl.-6 
a,t .:the. 19 71 le.v e.l, and .:the. pfLo.:te.c.tio n o 6 .:the. e.nv,{,fLo nme.n.:t and e.c.M y-6.te.m-o o 6 .the. fLang u ;tha,t 
.:the.y oc.c.upy; and .:tha-t .:thue. 6eJLal a.Mma.L6 Me. inde.ad c.a.M-<:ng ✓,se.fl,{,ou✓.s de.gtLe,dation o,6 .the. 

page, ,two 



nange/2 oc_c_upie.d by the.m to the. de.t!Lime.nt o{j the. native. wUdl,[[je_ J.>pe.c.ie/2 and J.>ome. o{j whic_h 
Me. ne.Ming the. point o{j bung th!Le.ate.ne.d with ,6utWLe. e.wte.nc.e.. 

THEREFORE THE THREE NAMEV ORGANIZATIONS HAVE VECIVEV TO BRING THE DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTER I OR ANV IT'' S AGENCIES TO TASK BY LEGAL MEANS IN ORVER TO FORCE THE VEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR TO CARRY OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THE PL 92-795. 

**********~*****~********* 
ARIZONA ---Department of Game and Fish reports Bighorn Transplant Possibilities 

The Department is solidifying plans for new bighorn sheep transplants in at least 
three suitable desert mountain ranges. The first, in the Virgin Mts., could rake place 
in the winter of 1978 - ·79: 

Earlier bighorn transplant failures made the Department cautious, but problems with 
capture and transport of the sheep were finally overcome, and all that remains in this 
planning stage is to determine the exact locations. Planning for further transplants in 
the Superstition Wilderness area and the Gal iuro Mountains is progressing, but more slowly 
than the Virgin Mountain site. 

Arizona has Rocky Mountain Bighorns----perhaps for the first time 

For several years reports have indicated that there may be Rocky Mountain bighorn 
sheep in the Blue River area north of Clifton, and recent sightings have confirmed this. 
Three rams and a ewe were seen in May by Department personnel. 

From 1964 to 1966 the New Mexico Department of fish and Game stocked twenty-eight 
sheep just across the Arizona border. As the herd expanded, it spilled over into the 
Arizona side. There is a huge area suitable for sheep habitat in this area. 

It is not certain whether the Rocky Mountain sheep have established a breeding pop­
ulation in Arizona, but it is thought that if they have, this would be the first time. 
Although there are no desert bighorn populations nearby now, that area was once the range 
of the desert subspecies. 

CALIFORNIA ALSO WORKING TOWARD TRANSPLANT OF BIGHORNS TO HISTORIC RANGES. 

Through these co 1 umes we have noted that the Board of) rectors of the Society for the 
Conservation of Bighorn Sheep has been discussing and advocating the capture and transplant 
of bighorns from herds now at carrying capacity of their ranges to other historic by pres­
ently unoccupied ranges. 

In mid-June this year Mr. John Wehausen a researcher from the University of Michigan 
discussed his findings before a group of fellow researchers at the Whitaker Forest confer­
ence center of the University of California. Wehausen has been making a two year study of 
the bighorns (Ovif.> Qanade.Yl/2if.> c.aLi.iofLYU-ana) of the Mt.Baxter- Pine creek area of the Sierra 
Nevada mountains. He claims 216 members of the BAxter herd and some 45 to 60 head i~ the 
Mt. Williamson herd. He reports that the lamb crops the past two years have had good suc­
cess and that the mild winters the past two years have been the primary reason for this 
success. Wehausen reportedly (according to The Fresno Bee) --Quote: 11The big factor has 
been the man with the gun, 11 Wehausen said in refernce to fact that hunting of the bighorn 
is no longer permitted. 11 end quote. 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED AT THIS POINT THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO LEGAL HUNTING OF BIGHORN 
SHEEP IN CALIFORNIA SINCE 1873----at which time the State Legislature classified all wild 
sheep as completely protected species 

. . 

YoWL e.cU:to.'1. haJ.i c.ontac.ted Mn. Ric.hand We.ave.JL (at the. le.{jt) o{j 
the. CaLi.{jonnia Ve.pa!Ltme.nt o{j Fif.>h and Game. in the. Sac.!Lame.nto 
o{j{jic.e. c.onc.e.Jtning the. vaLi.dity o{j We.haUl:ie.n'J.> J.>tate.me.ntJ.i 06 pop­
ulation inc.!Le.M e. -<-n the. above. he.ndf.>. Vic_f<- hM in{jo!Lme.d me. .thclt 
he. cud J.> pe.nd th!Le.e. dayJ.> with We.hau.6 e.n and that We.haM e.n 'J.> ne.po!Lt 
if.> e/2J.> e.ntally c.oMe.c.t., although We.ave.JL belie.ve/2 that We.haUl:i e.n 
hM put the. population a ,f__,,{_,tile_ high, but not gne.aily 1:,0. We.avVi 
alAo in{joJtmJ.> the. e.ditofL that the. Ve.pa!Ltme.nt 06 Fif.>h and Game. to­

,.,,.,,.,.,,·,,., .. ,,, •.• ,,c:,,:·:,::,..·.,: ge.the.n with the. U.S. Fo!Le/2t Se.nv-<-c.e if.> mcdzing pla.YLJ.i {jon the. c.ap-

Vic.b. We.ave.n, a 
Reii e.aJtc.h Biologif.>t 
CaL,i,{jonnia Ve.pa!Ltm~nt 
on F if.> h and Game. 

tuJLe. and tltan6 plant o I) J.i ome. o 6 the me.mb e.M o I) the.-6 e. he.Jtdf.> to 
p!Le/2 e.nfty unoc.c.upie.d be.Lt wto!Lic. nange/2 -<-n the. Sie.!L!La and whic.h 
ane. p!Le/2 e.nfty unoc.c.upie.d. The. p!Le/2 e.nt plan6 ane. {jolt him ( We.ave.J: 
to bLL,,U.,d a t!Lap in a pe.!Lmane.nt loc.ation, but J.>o that it if.> e.Mill 
de.mountable.. A{jte.n having be.e.n bw.t and te/2te.d the. t!Lap would t 

and the. Me.a baited with the. ' apple. - pulp ' M hM b e.e.n 
0 ,6UC,C,e/2,6{juily Ul:ie.d we.whe.Jte. and whic_h hM be.e.n p!LtV-<-OUi:ily 

in The. She.e.phe.Jtde.n. The. Apple.-pu1..p bait WM f)iMt 
ed by Robe.Jtt L. Sc.hmidt a &ologif.>t 6on the. ColoMdo VFG. 
the. ~he.e.p have. be.Qome. ac.c.U1:itome.d and 'adic.te.d' to the. 

apple.-pu1..p the.n .the. t!Lap wou1..d be. put in plac.e. and the, 
c.ontinue.d un.:til J.>uc.h time. Cl6 we.athe.JL and J.>now c.oncutionJ.i 

in the. pfl.opMe.d nel.e.Me. J.>ite. (J.i) we.Jte. J.>u.i,table. 6on the. fLel.e.Me. 
into the. wild. The. de/2i!Le.d c.ondition6 wou1..d be. the.Jte. be. he.a\Jy 
J.>now on the. gnound above. .the. fLel.e.M e. J.Jite.. Th,{).) w,.f,U pne.ve.nt 

the. J.> c.atte.Jting o {j the. ne.le.ao e.d an).ma.£6 and the.y would g e.t c_o nditio ne.d to th.M Me.a whic.h woui..d 
be.c.ome. .thw winte/i !Lange.. M the. J.>nowJ.> melt in the. J.>pung the. J.>he.e.p wou1..d nonmail.y move upwand 
into thw new J.>wnme.JL !Lanae. and would imp!Lint on the.m a migfLatofLy fLor.Lte.. Tw hao pnove_n to be. 

page. thne.e. • 



a ~a:ti./2/)ac;toJLy me;thod in o.theJL a.JLe.M. Abou.,t 20 anima.u would be. c.aptwte.d and !Le.le.Med -t.o e;th 
Tw _r-woc.e.dUJT..e, wo u?d a1/2 o mak.e, -the. buUding o,& -te.mpoJLa.JLy holdin 6a~e1.:, f h!Le.~· 
poM,{,bfe, !Le.le.Me. 1.:,;__;te1.:, have, be.en~ /)oJL -t.w planned bz.aMplan-t. unne,e,e1.:,1.:,a.JLy. 

********~**~**~**~**~**~************** 

LAVA BEDS RE-ESTABLISHMENT PROGRAM 
report by 

Jim Blaisdell 
Klamath Falls Group - National Park Service 

11 Until last fall's report, most of the news l 1 ve 
passed on to you has been bad. For the past two years, however, 

we have had 100 percent reproduction, with no loss since Oct-
ober 1975. 

To date, seven lambs have been born, and we have a chance 
for two more. Births began on April 26 and the last one was 
born on May 24. All appear to be strong and healthy. Although 
some are born some distance from the 11 nursery11

, they all are 
taken there for the first month of their lives. Ewes began 
taking their young to the flats above the cliff about the second 
week in May while some of the lambs were less than two weeks 
of age. 

We have experienced no losses since mid-October 1975 when 
one ewe died, probably of Ecthyma. That same fall, five lambs 
(all but one of that year's production) succumed to the same 
disease. Cause of success is still uncertain, but we believe 
new salting procedures as well as the occurrence of more 
suitable weather in the form of cooler, more moist summer 

Jim BfClA.1, dell ma.k.e1.:, have he 1 ped. 
a !Le.po!L,t be.6oJLe, -the. As of this date, (June 2, 1977) our herd composition is 
Ve1.:,e,JL,t Bigho!Ln as follows. Last year's lambs turned out to be five rams and 
Coune,U in LM C!Lue,e1.:, four ewes. 

Rams: 2 - four year 01as; threee - three year olds; one two years and five - one year. 
Ewes: Nine adults; four one year old; 
Lambs - seven----------for a total of 31. 

Range conditions look excellent this year although it is expected that much of the 
grass will brown up early because of the lack of winter moisture. Cheat grass has already 
headed out at abo ~ three inches in height. A second crop may occur with spring rains. 

All in all, our optimism of past years is beginning to look worthwhile. The future 
1 ooks brighter. 11

-----------------------

James A. Blaisdell 
The above came to the editor by courtesy of Dick Weaver as did the following report from 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife: 

I1 Marfa---Despite continuing predator problems, desert bighorn sheep in two West 
Texas brood pastures are reproducing well, with six lambs born within the past four weeks. 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department biologisrs are hopeful as many as three more ewews may 
be preparing to give birth. 11 

Note: Following this report of May 11th a letter from Charles Winkler reported another lamb 
and that defenitely there would be two more. 

11The ewes, located in brood pens at P&WD I s Sierra Diablo and Black Gap Wildlife Man­
agement Areas in far West Texas, are holding up well, according to bighorn project leader 
Jack Kilpatric. Three lambs were born in April at Sierra Diablo and three more were born 
atBlack Gap. All lambs and ewes are doing well and they appear to be in good shape at this 
point 11 said Kilpatric. The first three months to four months are critical for lamb 
survival. During the first three months the lambs are extremely susceptible to predation 
from bobcats, coyotes and, of course, mountain lions,: said Kilpatr·ic. 

Department personnel have had to contend with a relatively large lion population in the 
102,258 -acre Black Gap and nearly 800,000 acre Big Bend National Park adjoining Black Gap, 
where the free ranging lions roam. 

P&WD personnel at Black Gap estimate the year-round 1 ion population at between 20 and 30. 
11 We have had good production from sexually mature ewes, in fact, every ewe over three 

years of age has produced a lamb for the past several years. Our problems stem from keeping 
the lions out of the pastures. Lions have killed just about every lamb born in those past-
ures over the past three years. Of the four lambs born in 1976 at Black Gap, only one remains. 

Thus far, the totatl bighorn population in the Black Gap brood pasture stands at 14: 
four rams, seven ewes and three lambs. There are 11 more sheep at the Sierra Diablo pen: 
one ram, four ewes, three yearlings and three lambs. 

Over the past three years, a total of eight adult sheep and six lambs has been killed 
by lions on Black Gap. 11 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ .J ... ,, ... ,, ... ,, ... ,, ... ,, .. ,, .. ,,, , ... , ... ,, ... ,, ... ,, ... ,,, ,, ... , ... , ... ., ... , ... ,, ,,, ,, ... , ... , ... ., .... "" 

ARIZONA DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP SOCl,ETY went for a total· of six weekend projects and completed 
a total of 9 separate water projects. Attendees numbered as high as 57 people on the Black 
Tank Project in the Crater Mts. There was an average attendance of 32 workers per project. 

PAGE FOUR 



NOTE by the editor. 
About four years ago we asked someone to accept a challenge and make a study of the 

bighorn sheep and the water conditions of the Sheep Hole Mountains to the south of Amboy. 
This was a result of a study made by Dick Weaver in the deserts. Dick had heard a rumor 
that shortly after the turn of the Century that some person in the Mojave Desert had indeed 
captured som2desert bighorns somewhere and had transplanted them to the Sheep Hole Mountains. 
Further research by Dick turned up some 1907 copies of. WESTERN FIELD --The Pacific Coast 
Magazine. In three of these issues Dick found a serialized narrative written by 11 
Frakes who lived at Newberry Springs--about 25 miles east of Barstow. This narrative tells 
of Frakes capturing bighorns ir1 the area of the Avawats Mountains to the south of Death 
Valley. Al ittle over a year ago someone wandering in that area found a steel trap such 
as was--according to Frakes, used by him to trap the sheep. The Editor has been asked sev­
eral times to print the final installment of Frakes. Kindly bear with the nearly illegible 
type . 1 ew 

THE P...il,!NC COAST MAG.,JZJ.;.VF 

MAY 1907 

By Vv"iH 

P.\RT Ir f. ( Co.71cl!!Jcd.) 

,__ ___ "! HE mother of the lamb· th:i.t I 
captured, and ,the big lamb of 
the ewe thjt I had tied up, 
sta:,.-cd around in sight of camp 
for three days; but my time 
,vas so entfrely taken up with 
thl· sheep that I alrr:-idy had in 
possession, that I could not 
attend to the tr:-ips properly, and 
so did not succeed in capturing 

eithe:r ,Jf them. 
By this time the old ewe's foot was very 

badly swollen, and the weather was so hot 
that I could not get the feyer out of it. 
Th2,(' cv:is :i. thurnkr-storm in the nei.~hbor­
hood nearly every day, wl1ich \Vas a source 
of continual worry; for I was campeJ in the 
bottom of a cmon, and if the storm fell 
above me-and more especially if it fell in 
the night-I well knew that it -..vould drown 
all my sheep" if I did not get out in double 
quick time. But as there -..vas no other place 
that I could camp and be out of sight and in 
tbe slnde, I hacl to stay there. 

About this time I got a miner to bring me 
in a load of grnb, and some barley to feed 
the sheep, and prepared to stay there for the 
rest of the summer. 1\bout a week thcre­
;ifter I captured the lamb, a buck abc\ttt t\v-o 
and a half years old show~d up on tpp of the 
hill one e\·ening. I had a peep at him through 
my glass and saw that he was a very fine 
slie;::p. I had all my traps in good shape, and 
felt that the chances were about even to g,:t 
him if he came clown. It took him about 
half an hour to make up his mind to come, 
and then as is their custom he c:-ime very 
siowly. \Vlicn he got to \Vithin about 30 yards 
of the spring, the Count bawled to him. The 
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loose sheep did not s,:~e the one that called 
him, for the Coqnt was l>c:hin<l the thick 
brnsh; the latter being yery close to it was 
able to sec the wild buck on the rocks above 
him. • 

The wild buck did not know from v . .-here 
the sou·nd cQme, but he ans\vcre<l it, turned 
around and stepped into a trap. To my 
great surprise and joy he clicl not cut up so 
badly as they generally do. I ran out ahead 
of him in the canon, and as· he came do,vn 
I tried to lasso him but failed. He got by 
m and I had to nm him about 200 yards 
before I came up v,·ith him again. \Vhen I 
did, he ran arouml a lmnd1 of Lrush and 
met me on the other :,i<le. 

\Ve both stepped, fat:ing each other about 
10 feet apart. Vv c were both about out of 
breath and wheezing away for dear life. The 
sheep was all fuzzed np and ready for fight, 
but I was so hideously ugly, and reared up 
so, that he did not like to jump in to me 
unless he had to. By the time I got my 
breath right good. I ha(l my rope ready to 
lasso again. I saw him tu,n his head to one 
side, and knew by that thc1.r he was weaken­
ing and ,voulcl run if he g-ot a chance. I_ 
decided at once to nm a bluff on him, so I 
yelled, swnng- my rope and j nmped at him; he 
whirled around and tried to climb up the 
bank on the other side of the narrow canon. 

I lassoed him b.efon: he got out of reach 
and pulled him back; and when he saw that 
he could not g<:t away he whirled ;i.round, and 
I saw :i.t a glance that the fig·ht was on. There 
was a small bush betwc:en us, about two feet 
high, :rnd ·when he made his first lunge at me 
T jerki:d him down into this bush and jumped 
onto him before lH~ con1d get up. He was a 

The ol<l ewe's foot continued to get worse, 
and the big buck's foot was also swollen very 
badly. I had sent for some medicine to dress 
them with, but it was a long-time coming. 

About {his time, some miners who located 
the sprinr: came to do the assessment· ·work on 
Jt; ancl c,f course that put a stop to any 
further sheep catching- till they were through. 
They worked on the water for about two 
weeks, and had been gone about a week when 
one evening I saw a foll grown big-horn 
come up on top of the hill. I was very glad 
to see him, for ~ had not seen a wild sheep 
for some time. 

After satisfying himself that the coast was 
clear, he came down and stepped into a trap 
that I had set only a few feet above a little 
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good hig sheep and pretty strong-, but the 
bnsh tangled his legs ti11 he could not kick 
very badly, and I s0cn had him tied clown. 

I got my hands scratched np a little on the 
hrush, but he did not get to jolt me any. I 
was yery glad of it, too, for my rib had 2. Lig 
knot on it and ,sas still sore. I at once 
dragged him into the shade of a desert willow, 
blinclfolded him, and went to camp. I brought 
a canteen of ,vatcr ancl a cup, 2.nd ga,·e him 
two cups of ,\·ater. He was so hot that I was 
afraid to give him any more. 

The next question was getting him into 
camp. He was only about 250 yards away, 
but he was entirely too hig to carry; and with 
my broken rib I did not like to drive him in, 
and maybe have a fight ·with him in so doing. 
So I finally decided to drag him in. • I tied 
some barley-sacks aro~mcl him to keep the 
rocks from hurting him too much, took him 
Ly the horns, ,valked bacbvard, and dragged 
him to camp. 

The next day two sheep came in for water, 
after looking around till they were satisfied 
rney came do\vn on top of a bluff about 30 
yards from me. As one of them was stand­
iug on the very edg,; of the bluff, the other 
came up behind him, hit him a slight tap, and 
playfully pretended that he was going to butt 
him off the rocks. The butted sheep instantly 
braced himself, but in a moment turned, and 
shook his head at the other, and both seemed 
to en;oy the joke. The sheep did not say: 
''Ha! ha! I gave you a good scare," as a 
man wunl<l have done under simi1ir cir­
cumstances; but- the cause of the action, and 
th~ feeling derived from it were the same; a 
higher degree of pleasure for the time bei~1g. 

This little play, slight though it was, shows 
that the animals have a sense of humor and 

- enjoy it. And in order to do that, one 
thought added to another and the sum of 
all held in the mind as a \\-hole was undoubt­
edly necessary-vvhich woulcl constitute reason. 
Instinct is tl{e unit of thought. Reason ·the 
plurality. The butted sheep instinctively 
braced himself again:;t an unknown danger, 

. hut in the fraction of ·a :-::ccon<l, when he bad 
time to think, to reason, he kw:.-w tha.t it 

,vas only his friendly e<iu1pani0n playing a 

joke on him. These two sheep came dow1: 
and watered, but I did not get either of them. 
They wi:re the hst sheep th;1t I sa,v for quite 
:l. while. 
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bluff. He made one or two lunges forward, 
and although he tried. to save hiruself he went 
over the bluff. This bluff was not oyer 10 
or 12 feet high. ::rnd any sound man might 
have jumped on~r it with a trap on his foot, 
ancl h;we stood an even show for his life, at 
kast, but it killed the sheep. It did not 
kill him on the spot, but bruised him up so 
badly that he died from the effects of it. I 
caught him a short distance from where he 
went on:r the bluff, but there was no fight; 
he was too badly hurt and lay clown and gave 
up without a struggle. He was a fine animal. 
and the next day I thought he was better; 
but by the third day I saw that he wa~ 
<loomed. He slowly sank and died in about 
a week. 

A few days before he died my worst fears 
were suddenly realized by a terrible thunder­
storm and water-spout that foll in the canon 
above and on me. It came in the night, with 
scarcdy any w:irning, and came near drown­
ing me as well as the sheep. Knowing the 
danger I always had everything ready to move 
at the first actual sign of a storm. On this 
particular night 1 had bid down among my 
sheep as usual, . to be ever ready to attend 
to them if any thing went wrong; and had 
i.:1.ni'\~ 11:,~;1 •_1hA1,~ 1? :-_--.',.-..1,;, .... ~~, <tr!,r:t"! T ,:n1~ 

suddenly awakened by a deafening roar of 
~hun<ler. 

Big drops of water began to fall thick an<l 
fast within a minute or two. I jumped up and 
looked around, but could not sec even a trace 
of anything, for no darkness was ever blacker. 
I realized at once \\"hat I was up against, and 
as I was abie to lay my hand on anything 
in that camp in spite of any degree of <l::trk­
ncss, I hurriedly l1cgan to carry things out 
and pile them on some rocks where they 
would be safe. E\·cry few minutes a flash 
of zig-zag lightning v;oulcl come so close 
that it made ml: stagger, followed instantly 
by a roar of thundl:r that was many times 
cloul)led and prolonged by the rocky walls of 
the deep canon. 

I had tied a 1011g rope on to each one of 
the old bucks, so if a storm came I could 
just cut the short rope that held them, and 
the sheep could get out themselves. It was 
but the work of a moment or two to cut the: 
ropes and ydl '·:,kiddoo !''-and they skid! I 
could not see what they did, but the next 
flash oi lightning showed them both UI> un 

the rocks safe enough. I rushed in then ;rnd 
untied the old ewe and the lamb, and dragged 
them out to safe places and tied them. Bnt 
when l got back to the:· Count, the water was 
up to my ·knees and running so swift that I 
could hardly stand up. The. sheep in his 
frantic efforts to get loose, ran _round and 
round me, completely tangling me up in the 
rope :incl holding- it so tight th::t I could not 
get it untied. I worked and tugged at the 
knot with all my stren~th, but it wo1i°ld not 
budge. The water was getting dcepl·r and 
swifter at e·,cry moment, ancl the sheep co1~­
tinued to lunge and jerk me so that it ·was 
impossible to get the rope untied. I saw that 
my only hope was to cut it, so I hurriedly 
drew out my knife, but just as I was opening 
it the sheep jumped agaiust me and knocked it 
om of my hands. 

To even make an ~tttcmpt to get· it in that 
vvild water and darkness w~:; too abs11rd to 
think about. I hurriedly tried to untie the 
rope again, but it seemed to be tighter than 
before. In a moment or two I was thrown 
into a frenzy by the roar of the. water-spout 
comi;1g clown the canon above me. I at once 
gave up all lrnpcs of saving the sheep, and 
began to try to get clear of the rope to save 

and drawn so tight, and the sheep kept pull­
ing and jerking so. that I could not get a way 
from him. 

I was just alvJnt ready to bid fare~vdl to 
pork and beans, \\:hen I happened to re­
member that I laid the ax down at the foot 
of that tree tha.t morning. I quickly felt 
clown in the water where I knew it ought to 
be, and got it almost the first grab. At a 
single blow I cut the rcpe, ·~u1tl dragged the 
sheep out onto the rocks just as a flood of 
water went tearing down the canon behind 
us ·with a force that would have knocked 
clown an elephant. 

The rain had begun to let up a little by this 
time, for these lightning strikers nt\'<::r last 
over 10 or 15 minute:-;. .:\ flash of lightning 
showed that the two old hucks had got 
tangled up \vith their 1ong ropes, so I pulled 
them down off the rock-;, and tied them up 
short with the othc:'r sheep. 

Had f and my entire ot1tfit been soused 
to thl:: bottom c1 £ the oc('an we cotrld not have 
been \\·etter. I soon began to get cold and 
wanted to make a 1in·, l,nt things were too 
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scund made by the t>hec:i) and the trap as 
they went tearing over the rocks. I ran him 
for two or three hundred yards and lost him. 
I stopped and listened, but could not hear a 
sound of him anywhere. I thought it very 
strange that he should get entirely out of 
hearing so quick, and came to the conclusion 
that I inust have passed him, and that he must 
have climbed up 011 the rocks somewhere. r' 
was just in the act of starting back up the 
cc1non to look for him, when I heard him 
start up only a short distance ahead of me. 

I instantly started after him again, wonder­
ing what could ha\'e caused him to stop there 
till I got so near him. I had only ran a short 
distance by the sound, till he was gone again. 
I stopped; bcld my breath and strained my 
ears to try to locate hirn, but could not hear 
a sound. I took a step or two \\·1th the in­
tention of making_ a search for him, when up 
he jumped again Just on the opposite side of 
some bushes from me. This. time I got a good 
close start on him, and. could see him plainly 
as there was a big moon. He outran me 
from the first jump; but like the dog that 
never catches tht> r:ihhit T l~·::i~ ilf'l-01·m1nMl !~ 

try, and before he got out of sight he stumbled 
over the trap some way, went heels over head 
and lay there. 

I was already running with all the might 
that was in me, but when I saw him fall, I 
think I crowded on another notch or two, 
and just as I got to him he began to get up. 

I made a jump ancl grabbed him by one hon: 
with one hand, threw my other arm around 
his body and ptishcd him over. He was 
cowed, howe,·er_, from the start and did not 
try to fight. I understood then \Yhy he had 
been stopping. 

A sheep's token of surrender is to lie down, 
and lie still. Once he possums, no matter 
what you do, or how badly you n1ay hurt 
him, he will never even flinch. Aml \vhen 
this sheep was thrown down by the trap he 
eYidcntly thought that he was CRptmcd, and 
lay still for a few minutes· before he found 
out th~ difference, which 'gave me fonc to 
con1<~ ttp with him. His leg was badly cut 
and twisted out of place. I could not get the 
trnp off, for iri my hurry to start af~er him I 
had forgotten to bring a clamp. He was a 
long way from camp, but I deciclc.d to drag 
him in as I did the others. I did 1int like to 
have a fight with him, and I knew that if he 

jumped around on his broken leg that he 
would not he worth taking to camp. 

So I went to camp, got a clamp and some 
sacks, made a ki11cl of sled and dragged him 
in. Tt was just midnight wh~n I got him 
ticcl down, aiHl just sun-up when I got to 
camp with hiin. I fixed him up the best I 
could, stood him up beside the other big­
horn. and took their pictures. Ile looked so 
"rough and ready," that I named him Old 
Stonewall. But for all his proud, defiant bear­
ing, he has always been a good sheep, and 
nei;er once tried to fight me. Still. he can 
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was a bottle of rock-and-rye in one of the 
pack-sacks, and says 1 to myself, ''I'll bet any­
thing that bottle of rock-and-rye is turned 
upside dov,·n," and it was-in about a minute 
after 1 got hold oi it. 1 felt dec-iJcdly hetter 
after that, and went back and stood among my 
sheep till daylight. About the pe:cp of day I 
began to get uneasy again about that ll0ttle 
of rock~and~rye, and went and hunted it up 
once more tu sec if it \\·as all right, and it 
was. 

As soon as I could sec I licgan to hustle 
around and soon hacl a fi.re and brl·akfast 
leady; the sun came up hot as ever and 1Jy 
9 o'clock things \\"ere as clry as thl'Y ever were:. 
I watered and fr,1 all my shcq>, Lut the o1J 
C\i\'C' \";oulcl not cat and ahout nrn.,n that <lay 
she died. 

I then went round and reset all my traps, 
for some of them were washed out, and 
some wcrl' covcre(l with a foot of dirt ancl 
rocks. I clid not expect any sheep in for 
several days, frir I knew they could get 
water in the rr,cks; lmt :;omt:times the un­
cxpetk,l happvn:~, and it clicl in tliis case. 

l atlt·11<kcl to my sheep ;t11<l went to hcrl 
early that ni6 ht, for I was skqly and connted 

vu <CL guu,i resr: iHn ai;OUt m1drngl1t 1 was 
suddenh' aroused by tbe sheep running over 
me, and at the s.ame time there was ;,. 
racket up on· the side of the hill that sounded 
as if all the rocks up there had started to 
roll down the sid1.: of the mon11t;ti11. I jumped 
up and in a rnorn(.:nt 0r two understood t!w 
situation; for I had heard that sound several 
times before. arnl knew that it meant that 
there was another sheep in a trap. I also 
knew from the way things raakrl that it was 
no lamb eith~r. 

I' grabbed a rope an<l was ready to start at 
once, for I slept with my clothes and 
moccasins 611, as I often l1ad to get up in the 
night to attend to the sheep. The trapped 
sheep got a slight start of nw, :111d I r;m him 
about 200 yards l>eforc I CLll1!.: up ,Yith him. 
I g9t close enough to sec that lw was a foll 
grnwn big-horn. ,,·hen he suddenly broke the 
chain, l)eing free from the hca\·y log, lie easily 
outran 111e and was out of sight before l 
hardly realized what had happened. 

\Vith a desire to capture him so gre;it that 
I could not gin· liim up \.vitlwut a frantic 
effort to get birn-th:n yc-t see1111.:cl cntirdy 
hopcless-1 started at once, straining ..:\·cry 

. muscle for more Spt·ed, ;:ind folkiwing th-:: 

hit qtiick and hard when he wants to, and I 
han to keep him tic:cl. up all the time to 
prennt hi.ll1 from killing ti1e other bucks. 

After this ach·cnturc I rested one clay, and 
then took a look for my • ho t"Ses \\. liich had 
left me. I felt sure they had gone home, lint 
I could not leave the sheep to go after them. 
I hardly knew what to do, but decided to 
le~rn my sheep to lead, ancl so soon as they 
were able, pack enough grub on the old bucks 
to do me home, and strike out. I packed 
one of .the bucks to see what· he ,, onld do, 
::1ntl :11th('\11~h hP t~ 4 1i:i::! t·-:: : 1 !~: .:!.".".'::~\ !::.::: ;~i~! 
not try to bt1ck the pack ·off, nor scare at it, 
and f saw that as soon as their feet got well 
that I could come in all right. 

About this time. the big-horn that fell over 
the bluff died. I then had four sheep left; 
and concluded to not try to capLurc any more 
on that hunt. So I took in my traps, and 
spent all my time doctoring the sheep that I 
had so as to get them ready to go as soon 
as possible. But l,dure they were anything 
like in condition tn make such a trip, my 
cousin, :\fr. \Vill .:\ftidgct, very agreeably sur­
prised me by coming into my camp one. even­
ing. 

}Jc said the hors<·5 had cornl' home, ( for 
we live together) and a~ f dicl not shO\v tlp in 
two or three clays he thought that something 
might have happened rnc, so he took the 
hnr:-:es' hack tracks ;1cross the desert· and· 
folll"l\Yed them to my camp. 

As he came with a wagon, and the sheep's 
fret were in such l,;t,l cundition, we dcciclecl 
to h;rnl them home. \Ve tore up a blanket and 



,.,,.i 11'! ,_•d the sli,'t:p':-; kg.s so the rnpcs would 
,1,,t :JL1rt tlH.'lll, : 1 111[ tied tl1l.'m do\\'n. Bt;t 

th..·ir :,ore feet v:<·re nnL ti,·,! at ail. \Ve then 
i,'.:ttJ,,•:-cd gra:-s, and with '.,OIJ1C s:-td-:<; and 
11uilrs mack a -;c1ft bed in tht: w:-igun for them 

!•.) Ji,, 011. \\'itli ~011w (lt-sert ·willo\';s and :1 

;,:,·cv oi c;1111 ;, ~ \I 1· ,·i~g·ed ~l sk1de OYcr 

t!1cm, and ,., , rc-ady to r•:c, 
Tlir J:r:.,L da_\· O\ll ,w: \\'C,c c:nrght in a 

~.,nd slc1rm, ;tll<l ,,·lien it kt 11r1, the: "Eamhl­
j,!g R:tla:s of J\ 1'.·c:rty" \\'Ot1lcl Jiayc rn:1dc J 

,~, ,rgl'Clll:s ;q,pc:, r;111,e iJ;--sidc us. \ V c made 
i: to water, ho\\'e\·er, ahont chrk, toc,k the 
•i,pc:-- pff the sl1ccp's kr> and tied them nr 
tn tli,: \\':1go11 wheels like so many hc,rscs. 
i\·c 1l1c11 gan: them a clrink_ nf \,·atcr and a 
g1,,,d frcd pf 1,arlcy. l 11acl n~:i11l'cl tlic·111 to 
, ;1l fllll of 11r 1s<·-sacks. so all we had to do was 
t•i pllt e:-tch sheep's r:i.tions in liis sack, tic it 
on hi~ nose, ;rnd the sheep wo11l<l attend to the 
rest nf it. I still fee<: them in .the same 
m;1nncr. 

ny the second clay tl1cy lJcgan to get used 
to the w;:igon, and vrnulcl cat grass and chew 
thc-ir cuds as we traveled along. One little 
incident happened th;it \Yas much funnier to 
~cc than it is {o tell. \ V c were .going over 
:c:omc Ycry rough ground aml one of the Lucks 
was chewing his cud; tbc wagon made a 
sudden jolt 'just as the sheep had opened his 

mrn1th ~rnd his cud flew m1L He had been 
k1\·in;:; surprise~. C\Tr ~incc he w:is captured, 
!mt ~his took the cake. If e held up his 
lieaci, ;1ucl looked so wild that for a frw 
moments I th,:iug-ht he: was going to try to 
jump 011t of the ,,.-;:1gon. In a fev-: .minutes, 
hOi,:eHr, he decided to try another and didn't 
kt that one get .iway from him. 

The fourth day we arriwd home and the 
hi~ sheep hunt was over for 1906. From 
time to time quite a numb,:r of people came to 
sec the shetp. All agree that they arc fine 
animals, and a1l agree that thcr will soon die. 

I tL they \'.-ili, too, in the course. of time. 
But 1,, ;ng accidc·nts, or some pest. I sec no 
reason ·wh/ thc-y El10ulcl clic any sooner tlian 
any other sheep, sn lon:; as tl1ey are properly 
handled. 

In eondusion I would say that, although I 
have proliabl}; captured more ri1ot111tain sheep 
than any other nnn I do not claim to be the 
most cxpe·-L tr~if'per in America. There are 
doubtless pknty of other hunters that conlcl 
hayc captured tl1e sheep as easily as I, had 
they cared 1.o h~:\"c done so. 
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This is the end of ··,e narrative 
of Will Frakes. In a previous 
issue he iad told of turning his 
sheep loose in the Sheep Hole 
Mountains. Did they survive? 

".-\II \\ill ai:rre,. that t!Jt•Y an, fine ar:ininls" 

Are they the progenitors of the 
sheep now resident in that 
Mountain? Who is presently 
checking the Sheep Hole Mt.? 
Could the editor get a reoort? 

I 

CLARK MT. PROJECT NETS RECORD WORK FORCE 

The Clark Mountain water storage project did draw a record number of en-
thusiastic volunteer su½port. There were 122 people who did sign the register for this 

tt is believed that there were others in attendance who did not register. 

WM.lze..tu e,cv., e, a. O+ po:~d bafUl_e,l 

As has been the case on each of the Volunteer 
Water for Desert Wildlife Projects, the Depart­
ment of Fish and Game has air-lifted all of the 
materials, tools and supplies in to the project 
site prior to the 1work-day 1

• These projects 
do require an imposing list of these essentials. 
Then after the installation is complete all ex­
cess materials and equipment are air=lifted back 
to waiting trucks. Usually it is necessary for 
the volunteers to man-handle nearly everything 
either down over a cliff, or up hill to project 
site. Clark Mt. project was no exception, al­
though there was not as much of this necessary 
as sometimes does occur. All the many bags of 
cement, the cement mixers and the 55 gallon 

, drums of water had to be let down over an about 
fifteen foot high cliff. 

Volunteers began gathering near Mesquite Well, 
to the south of the dry Mesquite Lake, by late Friday afternoon May6th, and they kept arriving 
through the night. John Massie, Wildlife Habitat Supervisor! I for the Department of Fish 
and Game, Region 5 had brought in portable toilets and a tank trailer of water for use of 

o -6 wateA o v efl.. a. c__L,[_-fi o 

the camping volunteers. 
About 7:30 a.m. Saturday morning Massie led the convoy of 4-wheel drive vehicles up 

the talus slope and a dry wash to within about three-fourths of a mile of the project site. 
A few of the volunteers did hike the five miles from camp to the project, others had to wait 
for the shuttle of a few trucks. 

Once at the project site this large group of people, at a distance, looked to be in 
utter confusion. However, leaders soon began to get things organized into crews. The large 

page seven 



nucleus of the usual workers knew what needed 
to be done without being told what to do and 
they got things started, such as moving the 
cement, the cement mixers, the 300 1 of 211 pipe, 
the clearing of the dam site and that of the 
tank base, starting to prepare that base for 
the three-1700 gallon storage tanks to rest on, 
the gathering of rocks to use in the diversion 
dam and in the tank base, sand to use in the 
concrete; the clearing of an area for the in-

1
stallation of a burro exclosure--as there are 

burros in this area and the drinker area 
t be protected from their destructive habits. 

For this purpose 211 steel pipe was imbedded in 
the bedrock and cemented in place; joining the 
pipe posts for lateral fencing 1¼11 galvanized 
steel pipe was used with fitting devised for 
this particular purpose. 
Work began about 9:00 a.m. and was almost com­
pleted by 4:00 p.m. except for a small amount 
of burro exclosure fencing to be completed by 
the DFG personnel o~ the next Monday. The about 
300 1 of pipe had been run from the completed 
dam to the three-fifteen hundred gallon fibre­
glass tanks and to the drinker imbeded in rock 
and concrete. Volunteers wete back at the Mes­
quite Wells campground by about 5:00 p.m. Some 
remained in camp for social festivities; many 
others began their homeward journeys or for other 
places of interest. 

As usual many different organizations were 
represented in this group. A partial list of 
these would include: The Society for the Conserv­
ation of Bighorn Sheep; Earthwatch Club cf Pierce 
College(nearly always present); the P?norc1ma 
S,pprtsmen 1 ~--·Club; Dona 1 d Doug 1 as Sportsm'en'Wi' s 

'tiub;Boy Scouts of America; Explorer Scouts; 
The Sierra Club; The Department of Fish and 

Hank. VoddJu_dge and Bob Campbill c..u.;t;ting pipe. 
{jon zhe. bU}U[_o e.xc..lo~WLe. in zhe. bac..k.gnound 

~ame had a good many people both men and women 
✓ho were not assigned to the project; Southern 
:ouncil of Conservation Clubs; The Fresno County 

.Sportsmen's Club was represented by two men who 
ad driven more than 400 miles one way to part­

icipate. A roster of names is not available to 
the editor for inclusion in this report. 

This Volunteer Water For Wildlife Program 
as generated more participation by more people 

e8r;es-ent i n_:g a greater cross-section of Con­
ervat ion organization during the past seven 

• ears than has been reported by any other organ­
ization in conservation circles.WE ARE PROUD OF IT. 

The Clark Mountain project is the third of 
he three water developement projects of the 

r)Soc i ety which has been funded by the Cal i forn i a 
61\)Non-Game Wildlife Fund. Donations to this fund 

itlf:=i\ilcan be made by sending a check to: 
l(j on-Game Wildlife Conservation Program, . ■ca 1 i forn i a Resource Agency 

+h n,n,. .... oy • 1416 Nin th St. , . • 
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BIOGRAPHY OF A DESERT. BIGHORN 
by 

Barbara Steiner 
Neither the Society nor the editor are trying to push the sales for this little book. 

However, we would like to recommend that you take a look at it for possible addition to your 
library or of that of some one of the younger generation. The book was illustrated by Linda 
Powell. Barbara Steiner did consult with Lanny 0. Wilson, a Past-Chairman of the Desert 
Bighorn Council as to ~ccuracy of statements made and of the script. I bought and have made 
a presentation of a copy to my Grandson, although it is a bit 1 old 1 for his tender age of 
two years. On the co~er is printed,"Abov~ the dry, Southwestern desert and the vast stretches 
of harsh fallen rock, Little Ewe gives birth. She runs her warm black tongue over the eight­
pound, chocolate-brown baby ram. Already he is able to stagger up on his wobbly legs - legs 
which will soon learn to traverse the most jagged and treacherous rock in places where only 
the desert bighorn can safely go. 

This warm, sensitive portrayal of the desert bighorn shows the animals in their nat­
ural habitat from birth to often untimely death. This is the story of Little Ewe and her 
ram, Beju, but it is as well a tale of survival. 

Barbara Steiner writes with compassion, humor and simplicity. She gives us a moving 
story of one animal 1 s fight for existence ii a rugged and often brutal wasteland. 11 end quote. 
( ) 

• r~ ..,_ 
price $4. 97 page. ~-9·LA-




