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Guests register for last years banquet

DATE SET FOR SHEEP SOCIETY DINNER

What another dinner to attend? Wrong, not just another dinner,
but the banquet of the year. That's right, once a year the
Bighorn Sheep Society puts on the highlight of the year. There
will be a special program of slides and music, a raffle, an
auction and special awards. This is the one night of the year
that we invite every friend and member of the society to attend.

The date for this evening of fun is November 15, 1986 at T & J's
restaurant located at 8526 Valley Boulevard, in Rosemead. The

no-host social hour will be at 6:30 p.m., with dinner served at
7:30 p.m.

This year something special has been added, an auction. This
auction will include fishing trips, guns, sporting items and lots

of other interesting items. Be sure to bring your check book and
join in on the fun.

Reservations are requested so call the Sheep Society at (818)
794-7680 and make your reservation. Mark it on your calendar now,
so you won't forget.




Rick Jensen and others preparing ground for tanks

TWO MORE PROJECTS SCHEDULED FOR THIS YRAR-

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

By Les Coombes DFG

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your
participation in this years waterhole projects. We were able to
repair two big game guzzlers, improve one spring with a burro
enclosure, build one new big game guzzler, have a fun campout,
conduct two censuses, and run an area captain program thanks to
"you''! The future of bighorn sheep is directly related to the
amount of effort put forth by people like yourself, and it is
showing in a positive way.

You are right, I am after something. How about two more projects
for this year. We have been asked to assist the BLM in building a
new big game guzzler September 20 and 21 in the Newberry Mountains
about 30 miles east of Barstow. The reason it must be completed
this year is because the fund must be used before the end of
September for this project or lost. I told them I would call in
'"MY PEOPLE" and that it was no problem man. I realize it is hot
that time of year but what the HAY we are all old desert rats
anyhow.

We are going to camp at Camp Cady and drive to the trailhead from
there. It 1s about an hours drive and because of the heat we will
leave Cady at 5:30 in the morning. So that means up early and



ready to go but I am sure that the drum beater "Jones' will take
care of that. As usual, come fully self-contained, there will be
drinking water available at Cady, and also we can swim in the pond
Saturday afternoon when we return. We will have our usual
Saturday night campfire and cook out.

The hike in from the trailhead is a very easy one. I would
suggest bringing something for shade and two gallons of water per
person. We will need about 100 people which would let us complete
this job by early afternoon. I went out on a limb on this one, so
please if you can make it, I would appreciate it.

The second project is in the Inyo National Forest east of Big
Pine. Tom Blankinship, the biologist in that area for the
department and the man that came out in the rain for us at our fun
campout in March needs a hand. He has two springs that he wants
to develop. Upper and Lower Squaw Springs are in deer habitat in
some beautiful country to the east of Owens Valley. This project
will require about 60 people, and a four-wheel-drive vehicle to
reach the springs. We will meet at a location that two-wheel-
drive vehicles can reach, and catch a ride with those that have
four-wheel-drive vehicles. We will camp overnight Saturday at the
springs and come back out Sunday morning. This means those
catching rides must have tents and be fully self-contained. This
project is going to be October 4 and 5 which is before deer season
opens in that .area. Also, we are asking everyone to bring a
shovel with them as we will be digging out these two springs. We
will be leaving the rendezvous point Saturday morning at 7:00
a.m., and return back to this point Sunday late morning. You will
need to bring drinking water.

To obtain maps of the locations you can contact Don Jones from the
Society of the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep at home in the
evenings at (714) 581-2905 for more information. We are asking
all people to R.S.V.P. if you are going to attend. Tell us which
project or both that you will be at, and if you have a four-wheel-
drive vehicle for the October 4 project. Please R.S.V.P. by
postcard only, unless you have further questions, to:

Don Jones
23921 Via El Rocio
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

as soon as possible.
I know I am asking a lot after such an outstanding effort this

Spring on your part, but all I can say is 'YOU ARE NEEDED." God
bless you and see you in the desert.




FINANCIAL HELP NEEDED

By Don Jones

Our work party of 6/7/86 to 0ld Dad Peak was a success in one way
and a disappointment in another. The guzzler in the middle of the
range, Old Dad B.G.G. was completely rebuilt and tested by running
400 gallons of water through the pick up pipe at the dam. We
found no reason why the old system wasn't working. It is the
general consensus that there has not been sufficient rain in the
middle and north end of the range for a couple of years. The
reason for this statement is because we also found the north
guzzler dry but in good working condition. We were able to get
approximately 400 gallons of water air lifted into each guzzler,
so there is now a limited amount of water until rain comes.

We need to keep an eye on both of these guzzlers and if the rains
don't come, there is only one thing to do: purchase helicopter
time and fly in water. We cannot afford to loose even one animal
in this range to lack of water because if the "anti's" found out
they would surely use it against us.

I will keep in contact with Les Coombes and if things do not
improve I think we have an obligation to 'punt'" and come up with
some money for helicopter time. We have the same problem in the
Clipper Mountains, BGG. Someone please get me two hours
heli$??ter time to haul water and I will do the rest. PRAY FOR
RAIN!!!

Editors Note: If you would like to make a special financial
contribution for this project call the Sheep Society at
(818) 794-7680, Dr. Lutz or the editor George Taylorson
(818) 794-0027. Remember its tax deductible.

The tanks are there, but money is needed to fill
them with water. Will you help?

A



DFG SCHEDULES SHEEP TRANSPLANT

The Department of Fish and Game recently announced another sheep
transplant. This transplant will involve Old Dad Peak and the
Argus Mountains. The dates for this transplant are September 8,
9, and 10. A few volunteers can be used but special permission
from the DFG is necessary if you wish to assist.

Because of the stress that the animals receive during such an
operation the Fish and Game Department will not be permitting
sight seers. If you want to work hard and can leave your camera
home and would like to volunteer your services, then contact Mr.
Vern Bleich, Department of Fish and Game, 407 West Line Street,
Bishop, California 93514.

Please don't show up without having received special permission
from Vern. Your full cooperation is necessary and appreciated.




What's left of sun shade at Long Tank

BOB CAMPBELL REPORTS ON THE CHUCK WALLA MOUNTAINS

Long Tank is a small natural tank at the base of the Chuckwalla
Mountains, providing water for quail, dove, and varmints. A
sunshade lay over this tank to minimize evaporation. This
sunshade fell, blew, or was washed off sometime last year, and
without it the tank is now dry.

On June 21 repairs were begun. The pipe framework was dragged up
out of the canyon below and new re-bar hangers were cemented into
the rock face (see photo). Sidney Ragsdale, a society member who
runs the gas station and cafe in Desert Center, was able to
provide the cement. He said that a sunshade was first placed over
this tank by his grandfather in the 1920's.

The pipe framework still needs to be straightened, a job that will
require several people. After that, the old galvanized iron
sheets can be wired on and the whole thing re-positioned. If you
would like to assist on this project contact Bob Campbell, 814

La Porte, La Canada, California 91011.



A CALL FOR SUPPORT OF DEPARTMENT OF FISH & GAME MANAGEMENT
(AB 3117) FOR THE BIGHORN SHEEP

By Marvin Wood

We cannot afford the luxury of being overly optimistic about the
present legislation for Bighorn sheep (AB 3117) which has already
passed in the Assembly and the Senate Natural Resource and Wild
Life Committee, and is now pending in the Senate Finance
Committee. We have been disappointed many times due to the
failure of the legislature to recognize its responsibility to
terminate its custodial management of the Bighorn and return
management responsibility to the Department of Fish and Game. But
this time I am really hopeful as I think enough enthusiastic
Bighorn people, conservation clubs, and volunteers have joined
together with determination and resolve to convince their senators
that the only way to restore the population to the 1878 level of
10,000 Bighorn is to adopt AB 3117.

Thanks to all who have contributed time, talent, and resources to
the vaious and sundry conservation projects over the past ten to
fifteen years and to those dedicated to the completion of the long
range plan which lies ahead. BUT THIS BILL AB 3117 IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT STEP in the long range plan to restore the population to
10,000 by the year 2,000.

Let your senator be aware that over 100 years ago the Bighorn
population was around 10,000 at which time the legislature
terminated a Game Management Program by the Department of Fish and
Game. Subsequently, the population dwindled to around 2,000 and
disappeared entirely in more than a dozen mountain ranges.

The political climate has changed and, if we do our homework
properly, this legislation when enacted and fully implemented by
the Department of Fish and Game will guarantee the restoration,
preservation, and utilization of the Bighorn sheep and will, return
this magnificent animal to the status of a game animal properly
managed with other game species in the State of California.

e

Assemblyman Mountjoy helps on waterhole project
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west. Saturday, I set up.high on the east side of the
canyon until sun ran me out, at which time I joined Jim
at the blind below BGG. We stayed there until late
afternoon at which time we hiked up the drainage about
half way, then across to the drainage to the west
glassing for sheep without any luck.

- 3. Sightings:
A. Friday (7/4/86)
1. 6:30 a.m. coyote came into tinaja to drink

2. 7:00 a.m. sighted coyote about 200 yards below
B.G.G. crossing wash

3. 8:00 a.m. west of B.G.G. on rock outcropping saw
ewe with yellow radio collar, red ear tag on left
side

4. 8:00 a.m. lamb with sighting #3

5. 8:00 a.m. ewe with orange radio collar, yellow ear
tag on right side and metal tag on left side; also
with sighting #3
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9:00 a.m. on slope to east of tinaja about 400
yards a ewe with orange radio collar, red tag in
left ear

8. 9:00 a.m. with sighting #7 ewe with green radio
collar

9. 9:00 a.m. with sighting #7 ewe with blue radio
collar and red ear tag in right ear

10. 9:00 a.m. with sighting #7 ewe but could not see
any 1.D. because of visual problems

11. 9:00 a.m. with sighting #7 ewe but could not see
any I.D. becuase of visual problems

12. 9:00 a.m. with sighting #7 lamb very vocal (in fact
that is how I first became aware of the group
becuase they were so high and difficult to see)

13.  9:00 a.m. with sighting #7 lamb which was chased by
a coyote while I was watching; it escaped to the
safety of the main group

14. 9:20 a.m. noticed one of the ewes and lamb from #7

sighting had moved to the top of the ridge and the
lamb was nursing
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B. Saturday (7/5/86)

1. 6:55 a.m. coyote passed by BGG on way to drink at
spring

2. 5:45 p.m. saw small rattlesnake on hike

3. 6:00 p.m. saw roadrunner

4. 6:30 p.m. coyote in drainage to west to BGG

Conclusions:

A. We saw 11 sheep; 1 class I ram; 7 ewes; 3 lambs. This
makes a lamb to ewe ratio of 42/100.

B. Very heavy coyote usage in the range and the flats below
as there were tracks in our tire tracks.

c. The sheep did not come to water because of my lack of
experience in building blinds and we camped where we
could be seen from the drainage above.

D. I would like to build a permanent blind at upper

15. 9:00 a.m. with sighting #7 ram (class I) with no
collar or ear tags

16. 9:30 a.m. two ravens west of BGG

17. 2:00 p.m. saw part of #7 sighting group; three ewes
and the ram came out of a cave when I cut down my
tarp

18. 5:30 p.m. coyote came into tinaja for drink; he

came in and out seven times while drinking; he was

very skidish

19. 7:00 p.m. coyote came into tinaja for drink and
acted just like sighting #18

20. 7:15 p.m. coyote passed by BGG to get drink at
spring

location; a person could see all three water sources
from there. I will head up a yearly census at the
Sheephole Mountains if so decided.
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DFG COUNTS SHEEP IN NEW EASTERN SIERRA BIGHORN HERD

"It's phenomenal...I've never seen a lambing rate like that...we
were probably just very lucky..."

Tom Blankinship, Department of Fish and Game wildlife biologist in
Bishop, is delighted with the results of a project that, at one
point, appeared to have disappointing consequences.

Among 27 California Bighorn sheep relocated to historic wild sheep
habitat in Lee Vining Canyon, Mono County, were 13 ewes. Twelve
of the female sheep survived the rigors of their first four months
in the 7,000 foot high Lee Vining Canyon and produced nine healthy
lambs.

'"We were probably just very lucky in that we happened to catch a
large number of pregnant ewes,' Blankinship said.

Seven lambs and seven rams were also captured by department
biologists on March 5 from a herd of approximately 215 bighorn
sheep located in the Mount Baxter area of Inyo County, and
transported north to Lee Vining Canyon in the Inyo National
forest, a distance of about 85 miles.

Not long after the transplant operation was completed, one ewe,

three rams and four lambs were reported to have died. "It was a
frightening experience,'" Blankinship said. This was the first

-14-



time we had an operation where most of the animals were fitted
with radio transmitter collars."

Because the Lee Vining operation was the first transplant project
that provided for radio collars to be attached to most of the
relocated sheep, biologists speculated that they may have been
able to spot animal losses more readily than possible for past
projects.

A total of 25 of the 27 sheep released had radio collars attached

to them. "It is impossible to know if those animals parished as a
result of capture stress or if a few of them would have died even

if they had not been captured,' Blankinship said.

In addition to the four lams and ewe that died soon after their
release, two rams were also lost. It is interesting to note that
the ewe lost was a seven-year-old animal, the second oldest of
those captured and one of the rams was senior member of the new
herd, a nine-year-old. "It is unfortunate that we (lost so many
sheep), but we are really learning a lot about the animals(from
this project) because of the radio transmitter collars,"
Blankinship said.

Three Yosemite National Park Service wildlife specialists are
following the herd's progress on a 'round-the-clock basis,
according to Blankinship. ''"We are gettng some fascinating data
because those people are following the animals around full time."

Providing the two lambs that did not have radio collars attached
prior to release survived, the 27 animal herd has grown by two
members for a total of 29 bighorn sheep at Lee Vining Canyon, and
everything appears rosy for the new herd's future, Blankinship
said.

In all, 10 bighorn sheep transplant operations have been
successfully completed by the department, statewide, since 1979;
three of them in the easter Sierra.

Plans are to re-establish at least two major new 100-plus
populations of the elusive California bighorn sheep on former wild
sheep habitat in the Sierras.

After four months the score is; 29 on the mountain, 171 to go and
Fish and Game biologists are pulling for "frisky'" sheep at Lee
Vining Canyon next spring.

The California bighorn is one of two subspecies of bighorn sheep
in the state listed as a threatened mammal, and will likely

prosper, provided additional suitable habitat can be located and
resources found with which to support future relocation projects.

The other threatened species is the peninsular bighorn. Both

species, along with the desert bighorn sheep, are protected by
law.
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10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Sheep Camp BGG was imspected and found to be
functioning normally. The tanks are 907% full.

0ld Dad BGG was inspected by air and was dry.
Ground inspection will take place in May to
determine the problem.

Vermin Tank BGG was inspected by air and looked
normal.

Chuck Kerr BGG was inspected by air and looked
normal.

Kelso Peak BGG was inspected by air and looked
normal.

Clipper Mountains BGG was inspected by air and
looked normal.

Nopah BGG was inspected by air and looked normal.
El Si BGG was inspected by air and looked normal.
FNAWS BGG was inspected by air and looked normal.

Dolomite BGG had maJor repairs performed by BLM and
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Weavernoy Spring BGG was inspected and found to be
funcitoning normally. The tanks are 75% full.

Coxcomb BGG was inspected and needs repair to
pipeline. The tank is 100% full.

Blue Spring BGG was inspected and found to be
functionaly normally. The tanks are 1007 full.

Sheep Creek Spring in the Avawatz Mountains was
inspected and found in good working order.

Owl Hole Spring in the Avawatz Mountains was
inspected and found in good working order.

Cave Spring in the Avawatz Mountains was inspected
and found in good working order.

Salt Creek Spring in the Avawatz Mountains was
inspected and found in good working order.

Upper Sheep Creek Spring in the Avawatz Mountains
was inspected and a snake ran through the pipeline
to increase flow. It needs more work.

Denning Spring in the Avawatz was inspected and dug
out. It needs more work.
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33.

34.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29 .

30.

31.

Bottle Spring in the Avawatz was inspected and dug
out. It is OK for now.

Limestone Cliff Spring in the Avawatz was inspected
and dug out. It is OK for now.

0ld Mormon Spring in the Avawatz was inspected and
found to be just damp. A horizontal well is
recommended.

Kingston Spring in the Silurian Hills was inspected
and found to be functioning normally.

Tamarisk Spring in the Granite Mountains was
inspected and needs tamarisk removed from basin.

Tabaseca Tank in the Cholocate Mountains was found

to be on the Gunnery Range and will be dropped from
future inspections. !

Black Rock Tank in the Chuckwalla Mountains was
found in good working order.

0ld Dad Spring in the Old Dad Mountains was
inpsected from the air--appeared dry.

Eleven small game guzzlers in San Bernardino County
were inspected with repairs being made on seven of
them.

Technical Assistance

1. Assistance was given in flying a sheep census in the 0l1d
Dad/Kelso Peak ranges, the Marble Mountains, the Clipper
Mountains, the Turtle Mountains and the Nopah Mountains.
Assistance was also provided in obtaining blood samples
in all but the 0l1d Dad/Kelso ranges.

Other Reports of Interest

1. Project personnel attended a meeting for the Volunteer
Desert Water and Wildlife Survey at which the mountain
range area team captains were given detailed
instructions on their duties for the May BGG
inspections.

2. The majority of work accomplished this month was due to
the input of the volunteers.
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